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LEAF COLLECTION CONTINUES
As part of the 
refuse contract, 
residents are 
allowed to put out 
two (2) extra bags 
of leaves each 
collection day 
beginning NOVEMBER 1 THRU 
JANUARY 31.   These two extra bags 
are for leaves ONLY.

FROM THE BILLING 
DEPARTMENT
Occasionally, the utility bills get 
lost in the mail. Call the Borough 
Office if you do not receive your 
utility bill by mid-month following 
the end of the quarter. For the 
quarter ending December 31, you 
should receive your bill by January 
15. Not receiving your bill does not 
relieve you of paying the late fee.

FROM MAYOR SHARKEY
Hoping this newsletter finds you still in the spirit of the Christmas, 
Hannukah, Kwanza and New Year’s holiday season. I’m writing this just 
after our annual tree lighting event which I really enjoy as it kicks off 
the season and brings the community together. I’d like to express my 
appreciation for the community groups and local businesses who help 
make this an old-fashioned, fun time. On Saturday, December 3rd, we 
dedicated a memorial tree to Mr. Ed Sweitzer who served as the head 
custodian at Shrewsbury Elementary School. This was his favorite time 
of year around the school. I know he really looked forward to the 
Breakfast With Santa event. Many of our Borough’s kids remember Mr. 
Ed for his kindheartedness and positive outlook.

In the past quarter, the school district and York County both approved 
a tax rebate for volunteer firefighters who serve the community in this 
vital role. Our local fire company is staffed by volunteers who sacrifice 
their time to respond to all kinds of emergencies. Several years ago, 
the State passed a law that allowed local municipalities to allow a tax 
rebate for volunteer firefighters and a recent update to the law 
extended similar authority to school districts and counties. A major 
goal of the tax rebates is to aid recruitment by encouraging more 
people to volunteer. Many people think the only way to volunteer is to 
be a firefighter, and while it’s important to have trained firefighters 
and rescuers, there are additional ways people can volunteer. Please 
check out the Fire Company section of the newsletter and reach out to 
the fire company if you want to get involved.

We’ve already started seeing colder temperatures as Jack Frost begins 
to wake up for winter. With his emergence, we know snowy and icy 
weather can’t be far behind. So, please remember when the snow is 
falling and driving conditions become less than optimal to take some 
extra time and be careful. It won’t be long until I write to you again for 
the Spring, until then, thank you for doing your part to keep 
Shrewsbury a great place to live.

creo




PUBLIC
WORKS 
CORNER

Shrewsbury Borough Newsletter

SNOW SEASON AND REMOVAL 

The Public Works Department works around 
the clock to maintain road safety and provide 
emergency accessibility throughout the 
snow storm.  The Public Works maintains 
approximately 25 miles of roads with seven 
personnel and seven pieces of equipment.  We 
track potential storms and respond immediately 
as snow begins to accumulate.  The Public 
Works Department plows and spreads salt and 
anti-skid to maintain road safety throughout the 
storm.  When driving, please operate with extra 
caution around snow removal equipment.

     • �Stay at least six car lengths behind a plow 
truck and remember the plow is wider than 
the truck.

     • �Be alert since trucks travel slower than 
other traffic.

     • �When the plow truck is traveling toward 
you, stay away from the center of the road 
since snow can obscure the actual snow 
plow width.

     • �Keep your lights on to help the plow 
operator better see your vehicle.  
Pennsylvania State law requires vehicle 
lights on when your vehicle’s wipers are on.

SNOW REMOVAL TIPS:

   1. �Roads.  Remove cars from streets and roadways 
before snow removal crews begin working on the 
roads.  Vehicles parked on the roadways jeopardize 
the safety of road crew personnel and the public.  
Also, the snow cannot be removed from curb to 
curb when obstacles obstruct the roadway.  The 
leftover snow around the vehicles is a hazard to the 
postal service and local traffic.  Snow Emergencies 
(Ordinance #1987-7) prohibit parking on Snow 
Emergency Routes and local streets.  Cooperation 
is needed to help crews remove snow quickly and 
efficiently.  Snow Emergencies are announced 
on several radio and television stations including:  
WSBA-AM 910, WARM 103FM, and WGAL-TV 
Channel 8.  The Shrewsbury Borough Facebook page 
will also report Snow Emergencies.

   2. �Plowing duration.  Please understand the crews 
are not done plowing until the storm is completely 
finished and the snow is plowed curb to curb. The 
Public Works Department plows the roadways for 
local traffic and emergency vehicles with two lanes 
of accessibility during the storm. The roads are 
not plowed curb to curb until the snow storm is 
completely finished.  When the storm is finished, the 
roads will be plowed all the way back to the curb line.  

   3. �Driveway or sidewalk.  Do not throw snow from 
your driveway or sidewalk into the roadway.  Keep 
the snow on your property and not on the roadway. 

   4. �Property markings.  Delineators or markers can 
help snow removal crews locate the curb line and 
prevent property damage.  Snow removal crews 
strive to plow snow curb to curb but sometimes 
mistakenly get too close to your yard and damage 
grass.  Any marker can help crews find the curb line.
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DID YOU KNOW???
Based on average snowfall totals, Shrewsbury Borough averages 25 inches of snow every Winter.  Last Winter, we received 
9.5 inches of snow with the largest accumulating snow on January 16th with 4” of snow.  The Public Works only responded 
to eight snow/ice events.  

   5. �Please keep trash behind the curb line during 
snow events.  If trash cans are in the roadway, the 
cans will be knocked over and can disrupt the trash 
haulers.

   6. �Travel at slower speeds and allow greater 
stopping distances during storms.  Stay off the 
roads if possible and allow snow removal crews 
the necessary time and distances to work on the 
roads.  Operate with extra caution around snow 
removal equipment and traffic.  Practice defensive 
driving and allow ample time to reach destination.  
Plan ahead and only travel if absolutely necessary.  
Snow removal crews can plow in a safe and efficient 
manner with less traffic.  Be patient!

   7. �Fire Hydrants.  Residents are responsible for 
clearing snow around a fire hydrant.  The hydrant 
should have a three-foot clearance radius within 
12 hours after a snowfall per Ordinance 2014-
3.  The Ordinance protects the community in case 
a fire occurs and allows the Fire Department to 
connect hoses and operate the hydrant safely.  If 
you have a medical condition or are unable to 
clear your hydrant, please contact the Public Works 
Department for assistance.

   8. �Sidewalks.  Snow must be removed from the 
sidewalk within 24 hours after snowfall.

   9. �Mailboxes.  The area around your mailbox 
should be cleared adequately for the safety and 
effectiveness of the Postal Service after the Public 
Works Department is finished plowing.  Broken 
mailboxes will not be repaired by the Public Works 
Department if damaged by the snow during the 
snow removal process.  Mailboxes that are hit by the 
truck or plow will be repaired by the Public Works 
Department so mail can be delivered.    

HOME PLUMBING 
IN FREEZING TEMPERATURES

Cold temperatures and drinking 
water can be a costly and 
dangerous combination.  Proper 
planning and preparation can 
prevent frozen pipes, water 
leaks, and water damage.    

     1.  �Disconnect outside hoses 
from outdoor faucets.

     2.  �Pipes or faucets in unheated areas (garages, 
crawl spaces, and basements) should be 
insulated, heat tape applied, or heat cable 
used.  

     3.  �Insulate your house (doors, vents, cracks, and 
basement doors).

     4.  �Know where your master water shutoff valve 
is (and that it works) in case of emergency.

     5.  �Report leaks or running water outside your 
house to the Shrewsbury Public Works 
Department.

     6.  �If pipes are frozen, use a hair dryer to thaw the 
frozen pipe.  Do not thaw the pipes with a 
torch unless the frozen pipe is in an open area.

     7.  �Never leave a home without heat on in 
freezing temperatures.  Test and maintain 
heating system especially if home will be 
unoccupied.  

Please contact the Public Works Department if you 
have questions about winterizing your home or 
where your main control valve is located.
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FROM THE SHREWSBURY VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY
S H R E W S B U R Y  V O L U N T E E R  F I R E  C O M P A N Y  |  2 1  W E S T  F O R R E S T  A V E N U E

As always, we are looking for volunteers 
in all capacities.  

Check them out and see what you can do to help make the 

community a better place to live.

SHREWSBURY VOLUNTEER FIRE COUNTY  • 21 WEST FORREST AVE., 

SHREWSBURY, PA 17361 • 717-235-4476 • www.shrewsburyfire.com

“PROFESSIONALLY STAFFED BY TRAINED VOLUNTEERS”

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  

Many of us make New Year Resolutions, some we stay on track with, others we do not.  
The Fire Company challenges you to add to your list volunteering with the Shrewsbury 
Volunteer Fire Company.  Not only will you be working with professionally-trained 
volunteers, having fun, meeting new people, maybe stepping out of your comfort zone, 
you could also receive a tax benefit.  See Shrewsburyfire.com/tax for more information.  
The Fire Company has various opportunities for you to volunteer.  Please check out your 
Fire Company or stop by the station and let one of the volunteers give you a tour and an 
application to apply.  The Fire Company needs volunteers in all capacities.  It’s a great 
way to give back to the community!!

GOLF TOURNAMENT

The Fire Company will be hosting  
the 5th Annual Golf Tournament on 

Friday, May 12 
at South Hills in Hanover.  

Please check out the Fire Company’s 
website for more information.  


