WELLHEAD PROTECTION COMMITTEE MEETING – November 19, 2025
Shrewsbury Borough Municipal Building, 35 W. Railroad Ave., Shrewsbury – 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Brian L. Sweitzer, Manager; Jeff Rennoll, Shrewsbury Township Supervisor; Dan Sipe, resident; Alexis Morris, resident; David Pergrin, resident; Cindy Bosley, Sec.

Others present:  Kurt Wagner, from PA Rural Water via zoom; John Morrell, resident

NEW BUSINESS

Kurt Wagner, from the PA Rural Water, updated our mapping to include traffic counts and also to include the regulated facilities in the watershed zones.  The Point Source Potential Sources of Contamination inventory was reviewed. The information came from DEP and other databases and Kurt had included the link to see the information in his email last week.  The list could be updated to include contaminants at laundromats, hardware stores, small businesses that may carry hazardous materials, outside home heating tanks, cemeteries, truck depots, drug stores, etc. Mgr. Sweitzer stated that several years ago, a Girl Scout inventoried potential contaminants throughout the town that included residential properties.  Kurt also prepared educational brochures available in the link he provided to be handed out to the public and included in newsletters and the Borough’s website.  

Zoning Ordinance/Wellhead Ordinance Conflicts

John Morrell, Chairman of the Zoning Hearing Board (ZHB), but made it known that he was speaking as a private citizen this evening.  Recently, there was a hearing for an expansion of a convenience store with fuel dispensing (Applicant) into an adjacent lot, in Zone 2. Gasoline stations are allowed in the Commercial zone by a special exception.  The Applicant attended the Wellhead Protection Committee (WHP) meeting on December 18, 2024 where it was stated the number of tanks (2) would remain but the amount of fuel in each would still total 30,000 gallons.  The Committee was glad to hear that the tanks would be replaced with double-walled tanks with an alarm system.  At the zoning hearing, the Applicant stated that the tanks would be moving to the adjacent lot and there would be only one, double-walled tank with a baffle totaling 30,000 gallons.  The Applicant decided to approach the Zoning Hearing Board first in an attempt to get zoning approval to expand before it followed through with a detailed land development plan and coming before the Wellhead Protection Committee again.  Mr. Morrell felt that the WHP Committee should give a recommendation to the ZHB in cases like this.  The ZHB did have the December WHP Committee’s minutes which included some items that it would like to see when the land development plan came back for review but the December 18 meeting was not expected to be the last time the Committee reviewed the proposal.

Mr. Morrell stated that Section 206.11 of the Commercial Zone of the Zoning Ordinance reads “Subject to the Requirements of the Wellhead Protection Ordinance.”  Section 10 of the 2022 Wellhead Protection Ordinance states, “Conflicts: Whenever there is a difference between any of the minimum standards specified in the Wellhead Protection Ordinance and any standard included in any other ordinance, law or regulation, of the Borough, the more stringent requirement shall apply.  The provisions of this Wellhead Protection Ordinance shall be deemed to be supplementary and in addition to the provisions of the Zoning Ordinance and Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance of the Borough as each is in effect from time to time.”  

Under the Zoning Ordinance, a zone generally allows for the freest possible use. Mr. Morrell quoted Section 608(a) of the Zoning Ordinance regarding the expansion of the store, “Expansion of the nonconformity shall be confined to the lot on which it is located on the effective date of this Ordinance or any amendment thereto creating the non-conformity.”  He also quoted Section 407.2(a) pertaining to Expansion or Alteration: “Upon application for a special exception and in accordance with the provisions of Section 503 and 608, the Zoning Hearing Board may approve the expansion or alteration of a use of land or buildings which is not in conformance with the provisions of this Ordinance.”  The ZHB denied the Applicant’s request based on Section 10 of the 2022 Wellhead Protection Ordinance since it is the most stringent.

Ideally, the Applicant should have come back to the WHP Committee with a detailed plan so better guidance could be given to the ZHB that would include restrictions, requirements, etc.  Mr. Morrell stated it would also be helpful if a member of the WHP Committee would attend the hearings.   The Committee thanked Mr. Morrell for attending and for suggestions for the handling of future projects.

95 East Forrest Avenue

The Borough has not heard back from AutoZone for some time and it looks like they may be backing out of the project.

Private Well Inspections

There are only two wells left to inspect.

PFAS Sampling

The Borough continues to watch the Federal and State guidelines.  

Road Salt Storage

Road salt being stored by the Walmart shopping center and the shopping center where Giant is located have been checked for compliance.  The salt can be stored in sea containers.

Minutes

D. Pergrin moved to approve the December 18, 2024 minutes.
J. Rennoll seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

Adjournment

D. Pergrin moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:26 p.m.
A. Morris seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

						Submitted by Cindy Bosley, Sec.

 

