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MINUTES
         SHREWSBURY BOROUGH MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY

REGULAR MEETING                                                                                 April 23, 2025

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Dennis Wertz, John Hoover, Andrew Campbell and Terry Blomquist

OTHERS PRESENT:   Brian L. Sweitzer, Manager; Jeffrey L. Rehmeyer, II, Esq.; 
       Jason Brenneman, P.E.; David Pergrin; Steven Lippy
			      			       			 
A regular meeting of the Municipal Authority convened at 7:02 p.m. with Chairman Blomquist presiding.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

D. Wertz moved to approve the minutes of the February 26, 2025 meeting.
J. Hoover seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

CITIZEN’S COMMENTS

Steven Lippy, 77 Crosswind Drive, had sewage back up into his basement on March 8.  The Public Works Department responded on March 10 when called by a local plumber at around 11:00 a.m. about a possible sewer backup and the sewer main was opened up at 1:30 p.m.  On March 12, the roots were cleaned to open the line, which line is expected to be subject to slip lining work in 2026.  The Authority submitted the matter to its insurance company, which denied the claim. The denial was based on the express provisions of the Political Subdivisions and Torts Claim Act. Under that law, the Authority is immune from liability. Because of that immunity, the insurance company will not pay damages. Mr. Lippy did not carry a sewer backup endorsement as part of his homeowner’s policy although he indicated that he would obtain one in the future. Mr. Lippy asked the Authority for financial help. Solicitor Rehmeyer offered his opinion that the Authority’s insurance company correctly applied the Political Subdivisions and Torts Claim Act, and in particular Section 8542 thereof. He went on to indicate that based upon the applicable law and the decision of the insurance company, that he could not recommend that the Authority deviate and make any payment to Mr. Lippy. The Authority members elected to follow the decision of the insurance company and guidance of their Solicitor. 

EXPENDITURES AND REPORT OF ACCOUNTS

D. Wertz moved to approve the February and March expenditures and report of accounts.
J. Hoover seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

BUSINESS

Resolution for Fees and Charges Collection of Debt

The resolution was approved last month and was presented for signature.

Shrewsbury Industrial, LLC (Shrewsbury Commons Joint Venture Elm Drive Warehouse)

Eng. Brenneman said the plan was reviewed by him and Mgr. Sweitzer and a letter with comments was sent to Shrewsbury Township and the Developer’s engineer on March 19.  A revised plan has not been received back.  As part of the plan review comments, it was noted that if the sewer capacity will not be put in use within two years, that the Authority will begin charging the quarterly sewer rent. Further, the letter noted that all past due fees associated with the sewer capacity applicable to the property need to be paid. 

A.Campbell moved to table approval of the plan until a revised plan is reviewed by Mgr. Sweitzer and Eng. Brenneman.
D. Wertz seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

Southern Farms Lining

There are 1,896 feet of eight inch clay pipe that should be lined.  The total cost would be around $250,000 with lateral, manhole and main line work.  This project would be 100% Authority responsibility.

East Tolna Road Sewer Repair 

The Public Works Department responded to a sewer overflow on East Tolna Road on March 25.  The sewer overflowed from a cleanout pipe into a swale next to the Stewartstown Railroad tracks.  The overflow was reported to DEP.  The blockage was due to a smashed pipe.  The Department replaced 80 feet of smashed, wavy sewer pipe.  The cost will be around $25,000 with the Authority’s share being 97.7%.

Laracina Development

We had several phone conversations with the developer since the last meeting.  The developer is aware of the issues with determining the sewer EDUs with a bulk flow meter instead of a 350 GPD per EDU customer.  The biggest issue is with the infiltration and inflow to collect the sewer and send it to the treatment plant.  The Authority has no desire to change the value of an EDU and Mgr. Sweitzer said he brought this up at a Council meeting and Council felt it should be left as is as well.  The Developer has 46 Township EDUs and there will be 46 dwelling units.  DEP denied the exemption request as it needed more information from New Freedom Borough.

New Freedom Borough Waste Water Treatment Plant

Phase I, blower project, started on April 21 and will take about a year to complete.

Stewartstown Railroad

Omega Rail sent another invoice for the time period 2020-2024 easements in the amount of $7,407.11. As noted previously, the Railroad indicated that it would remove Omega Rail from the situation and deal with the Authority directly. Moreover, the Railroad has failed to provide information requested by the Authority. That information is necessary to understand what billing should or should not be applicable in this matter. Without it, the Authority cannot make an accurate payment.

2024 Audit Report

D. Wertz moved to approve the 2024 Audit Report.
J. Hoover seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

ENGINEER’S REPORT

Taken earlier.

PUBLIC WORKS REPORT

Taken earlier.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT

The Solicitor noted that the items upon which he was working were addressed earlier in the agenda, and therefore he had nothing to report.

COMMUNICATIONS

ADJOURNMENT

A.Campbell moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:40 p.m.
J. Hoover seconded.  The motion carried with all in favor.
					
Prepared by Cindy L. Bosley, Recording Secretary
					

