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       MINUTES
SHREWSBURY BOROUGH COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING




                              SEPTEMBER 9, 2020
PRESENT:  Mayor Michael Sharkey, Fred Arbogast, Richard Buchanan, Ted Nadobny,
Stephen Mayoryk via Zoom, Keith Wills, and Mike Weaver via Zoom and Mark Beran 
OTHERS

PRESENT:  Brian L. Sweitzer, Supt. of Public Works; Jeffrey L. Rehmeyer II, Esq.; 

Anthony Newberry; Patrick Barry via Zoom; Rodney Womack; Nick
Caruccio; Tony Myers, fire chief; Phil Robinson; B.J. Matthews; Nate
Kirschman; Amelia Nadobny

The regular meeting of the Borough Council convened at 7:00 p.m. in the Borough municipal building, 35 West Railroad Avenue, with President Buchanan presiding.  As occurred last month, all wore masks and were socially distanced.
JUNIOR COUNCIL PERSON PLEDGE
Mayor Sharkey administered the Pledge to Junior Council Persons Andrew Newberry(Junior) and Amelia Nadobny (Senior).
CITIZEN'S COMMENTS

As part of the Exit 4 diverging diamond project, an area at the southeast corner has been designated for placement of a welcome sign and a 40’ flag pole.  The area will be maintained by local civic groups.  Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, fundraising has been nonexistent.  There is a Go Fund Me page set up.  Patrick Barry, of the Southern York County Rotary Club, stated they have some funds toward the almost $10,000.00 project but are asking for help from nearby municipalities.  
T. Nadobny moved to conditionally donate up to $500.00 pending the results of the fund-raising efforts.

K. Wills seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The minutes for the August meeting were approved by unanimous consent.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES AND REPORT OF ACCOUNTS

F. Arbogast moved to approve the expenditures and report of accounts for August.
T. Nadobny seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

APPROVAL OF PAYROLL REGISTER

F. Arbogast moved to approve the August 10 and 24 payroll registers.

T. Nadobny seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.
SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT BUSINESS

Eitzert Farms Reduction in Bond
Based upon his assessment of improvements completed, Eng. Brenneman gave his opinion that the bond may be reduced by $237,595.38 to a new balance of $393,944.10.
K. Wills moved to reduce the bond for Eitzert Farms to a new balance of $393,944.10.

F. Arbogast seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.
Codes Enforcement  
Southern Regional Police Department – Mayor Sharkey
At the September 2, meeting, Chief Boddington reported there has been an uptake in activity as businesses open back up.  The Santander Bank was victim of theft due to an ATM glitch where a crime ring was withdrawing large amount of funds using debit cards.  Twelve people were arrested and the Department assisted the FBI and the Secret Service in the arrests.  Mayor reported that a police call was made due to a non-profit group soliciting without wearing masks in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic.  The group was permitted to solicit but should have been wearing masks.  As part of this, R. Buchanan will place an article in this newsletter to clarify a previous article about who does and does not need a solicitation permit.  Mayor reported the Intergovernmental Agreement Committee is making progress and will be ready to make a recommendation soon.  They will be looking for feedback.

EMA Report – Stan Walters
Water & Sewer – T. Nadobny and Supt. Sweitzer
Sewer Flow Meters
The meters will stay in place until the end of the year.  The second study being done now will be an appendix to the original study.  Eng. Brenneman stated he is not seeing anything major as far as differences.  A meeting was held with DEP about the North Interceptor and a Corrective Action Plan will be submitted to show the proposed work to correct the sewer line with very little fall and limited capacity to create more fall and more capacity.  As a result, more sewer connections may be added upon request and only with the approval of Eng. Brenneman until the North Interceptor is replaced.
Infiltration/Inflow

The sewer flows are currently at 599,000 gallons per day.  There are 3,306 EDUs being billed to date.  We are collecting sewage at 182 gallons per day per EDU based on the lower sewer flows.  The lower amount is due to weather and the sewer work over the years.  The 182 gallons per EDU is considering I & I and customer usage.  In 2019, the amount was 207 gallons per EDU per day.
Dioxin Violation Notice
The Borough received a violation notice from DEP for missed water source samples.  The notice explained that we did not sample for Dioxin in our drinking water during the first quarter of 2020.  Dioxin was added to the water sampling requirements in mid to late January after the sampling calendar was formed on January 10.  This is a Tier 3 violation and requires water customer notification within one year of the violation.  The good news is that we sampled immediately following the notice and no contaminants were detected in the sampling.  A waiver was applied for this quarter so we will not have to sample in the next three years.  The notification will be included with the 3rd quarter newsletter.

Trout Run Generator
The generator will arrive on September 10 with installation being done on September 16 and 17.  The generator was budgeted for 2020 at $50,000.00.  The natural gas generator cannot supply enough electric to run both sewer pumps in extreme storms.  The emergency portable generator is on site in case of significant storm and power outage.  The Trout Run generator could possibly be relocated to the playground as there are metal shavings in ballfield generator’s oil.
I-83 Water Project Completion
F. Arbogast moved to accept the project as being complete and to authorize R. Buchanan to sign the Acceptance of Completion and related Documentation.

M. Weaver seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

New Freedom Borough Invoice
Invoice #2 was received for an engineering bill with our share being $1,475.11.

T. Nadobny moved to approve Invoice #2 in the amount of $1,475.11.

M. Beran seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.
Public Roads & Lighting – M. Sharkey/Supt. Sweitzer
95 East Forrest Avenue Fill Dirt
Supt. Sweitzer was told the developer needs to bring in more fill dirt to store on the property.  This dirt was being brought in from an area at the I-83 project.  Soil testing was done on August 10 and the results are not back.  There was discussion as to how much fill dirt was approved and the related grading.  Sol. Rehmeyer was asked to clarify the status and confirm compliance with the previous approval and Agreement.

Extra Driver Snow Plow Bids
One bid was received: Aquatic Resource Restoration in the amount of $130.00 per hour which is the same rate as last year.

T. Nadobny moved to approve the bid of Aquatic Resource Restoration in the amount of $130.00 per hour.
S. Mayoryk seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

Road Paving
JVI Group has the paving contract for $206,675.00.  The project includes Essex Circle Drive, Woodland Drive, East Tolna Road and West Forrest Avenue.
Traffic Calming
Officer Lawrence began the traffic counts and speed studies on Covington Drive and East Tolna Road on August 17 and will be finished on September 20.  The Committee should be able to meet on October 5. 
Sidewalk Grant Application
The next Committee meeting is on September 11 before the September 30 grant filing deadline.  Letters of support have come from Sen. Phillips-Hill and business owner Greg Saubel.  Supt. Sweitzer walked the project area and made some corrections as to addresses that need new sidewalks.

Public Lands, Buildings and Finance – F. Arbogast
500 Gallon Diesel Tank
The diesel tank was ordered and is arriving this Friday.  Project payback is expected in five years.

ENGINEER’S REPORT
SOLICITOR'S REPORT

Wellhead Protection Ordinance
The draft amendment was provided to Supt. Sweitzer and members of the Committee.  The draft was also sent to the Borough’s Geologist, Michael Napolitan for his input on the total aggregate amount of regulated substances.

License Agreement
Diane Kraatz has the Agreement for picnic table placement on the Borough’s property at 100 South Main Street.  She will be replying about it when her schedule permits.
New Freedom Borough Invoices
Per the New Freedom Borough solicitor, New Freedom will pay the contractor and then it will bill the Borough for the expenses paid to date.

Bookkeeping Services
Due to Kim Dettinger resigning from her position as an employee in June, Council asked Sol. Rehmeyer if anything had to be done to confirm that her services are classified as an independent contractor.  Per an employment law attorney at the CGA Law Firm, many times individuals that are thought to be independent contractors are classified by the authorities as an employee.  If the Borough were to misclassify Kim, it could create substantial liability issues.  If the Borough wants to continue to treat Kim as an independent contractor for bookkeeping services, CGA Law Firm is recommending a short agreement be prepared to acknowledge that Kim is an independent contractor and not an employee due to the fact that Kim bills hourly and does the work on the Borough’s property.  Further, the Firm is recommending some adjustments to the relationship with Kim to create more factors that would cause her to be considered an independent contractor rather than an employee.  The Personnel Committee will review these potential changes and provide guidance to Sol. Rehmeyer so that an agreement can be done.
Potential Warehouse Development on Elm Drive
A right-of-way agreement from 1975 allows the property owner to connect to the sewer line.  However, it is believed that the owner needs 30 – 40 sewer EDUs.  The Municipal Authority does not have any excess capacity to sell.  Counsel for the developer was told to contact the Borough and/or New Freedom Borough with regard to capacity desired to be obtained.

A-SAFE Request for Capacity
Another request was received for capacity at 15232 Elm Drive.  The owner is asking for five EDUs in mid-2023 and an additional five EDUs in 2025-2026.  Again, the Authority has no capacity to sell.

Emergency Services Tax Credit
Due to the COVID-19 virus, fund raising where members can earn their credit has come to a stop.  An alternative needs to be created for them to get their credit hours.  Fire Chief Myers was asked to see what other opportunities can be arranged.  The Solicitor, after hearing from the Fire Department, can propose a new Resolution for the Borough to approve, which would allow volunteers to get credit through activities other than fund raising.
Public Safety, Welfare and Personnel – F. Arbogast
Employee Health Insurance
The current plan will be renewed at an increase of 0.48%.

Ambulance Service
Rodney Womack, from Rose Ambulance, was present regarding increasing services in the area.  The plan is to merge the Glen Rock and Rose Ambulances and create the Southern Regional EMS with the cooperation of New Freedom and Shrewsbury Boroughs and Shrewsbury Township giving financial support.  The plan is to house an Advanced Life Support (ALS) truck potentially at the Shrewsbury Vol. Fire Company.  This would lower the response time in Shrewsbury Borough to about a minute and a half.  Response time now from New Freedom is about six minutes.  About 25% of the calls are in Shrewsbury Borough.  As of June 15, Rose hired its own paramedics.  Due to caps on payments by Medicare and Medicaid, about $226,000 was written off from January 1 through July.  In order to purchase the ALS/Chase truck and get the regional EMS off the ground, they are asking for $113,000.00 from Shrewsbury Borough.  The idea of donating from the general fund for the first year and then either increasing the fire tax or enacting an ambulance tax if we can was discussed.
K. Wills moved to conditionally approve funding the regional EMS pending similar participation by New Freedom Borough and Shrewsbury Township.

F. Arbogast seconded. The motion carried with all voting in favor.  
Secretary's Report – C. Bosley

Delinquent Water and Sewer Accounts
There are six delinquent water and/or sewer accounts who have not paid and made no contact to make payment arrangements with the office.

T. Nadobny moved to authorize Sol. Rehmeyer to begin the collection process and to send a collection letter, the end result of which could be a lien placed against the property if the owner fails to pay.

F. Arbogast and M. Beran seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.
York Adams Tax Bureau – M. Sharkey
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS
Planning Commission Vacancy and Appointment
Jessica Buck has moved out of the Borough and has resigned from the Planning Commission.

Terrance Blomquist, of 30 West Railroad Avenue, submitted his letter of interest and resume.  Terry also serves on the Municipal Authority.

T. Nadobny moved to appoint Terrance Blomquist to fill the Planning Commission vacancy with a term expiring on July 15, 2021.

K. Wills seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

Wellhead Protection Committee Vacancy
Amber Brose, former Junior Council Person, of 337 South Main Street, submitted her letter of interest to serve on the Committee.

T. Nadobny moved to appoint Amber Brose to the Wellhead Protection Committee with a term expiring on January 12, 2222.
M. Beran seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.
COMMUNICATIONS

Fire Police Event
A letter was received from Glen Rock Borough asking for fire police assistance on September 13 for a car rally that will meet at the Markets of Shrewsbury.

F. Arbogast moved to acknowledge and approve the participation by the Shrewsbury Fire Police on September 13.  This ties into the Resolution approved for the annual activities and events of the Shrewsbury Fire Police.

M. Beran seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 10:08 p.m.
Submitted by Cindy L. Bosley, Sec.
