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9/11/19

       MINUTES
SHREWSBURY BOROUGH COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING




                                 SEPTEMBER 11, 2019
PRESENT:  Mayor Michael Sharkey, Diane Kraatz, Ted Nadobny, Fred Arbogast,
Keith Wills; Stan Walters 
OTHERS

PRESENT:  Brian L. Sweitzer, Supt. of Public Works; Jeffrey L. Rehmeyer II, Esq.; Nate

Kirschman; Phil Robinson; Charlie Nass; Mateo Vega; Mike 


Weaver; Amber Brose; Mark Beran; Ken Thomas; Tony Myers
The regular meeting of the Borough Council convened at 7:01 p.m. in the Borough municipal building, 35 West Railroad Avenue, with Vice President Nadobny presiding.
CITIZEN'S COMMENTS

Jeff Stough and John Davis regarding 95 East Forrest Avenue and Representing its Owner, Queen Street Convenience, LLC
Mr. Davis and Mr. Stough reminded Council that it approved previously a Preliminary Grading Plan on April 24, 2018 (the “2018 Preliminary Grading Plan”, which was prepared by Site Design Concepts and dated 4.16.18), that showed the development of 95 East Forrest Avenue and the corner property at 99 East Forrest Avenue with a retaining wall in the rear and a
 small one on the side.  Mr. Stough and Mr. Davis were present this evening to state they have an opportunity to receive fill dirt from the Exit 4 work site and would like to place that dirt in three mounds on the property (about 10,000 yards) on 95 East Forrest Avenue.  Mr. Stough and Mr. Davis presented a Conceptual Site Plan #3 for the property, with hand-written notes showing the number of feet of dirt to be placed through the property.  While the plan was informative, it was not considered to be or approved as a grading plan per Section 312 of the Borough’s Zoning Ordinance.

Testing would need to be done on the dirt before it would be placed, as was done with prior fill dirt placed upon 95 East Forrest Avenue pursuant to a prior approval. York County Conservation District has approved the stock pile plan that would require silt socks around the mounds, which approval was evidenced in a letter from the District to the property owner dated September 10, 2019, a copy of which was provided to Council.  Mr. Stough and Mr. Davis represented that the letter, and applicable law, would be followed. 
There is a party interested in developing 95 East Forrest Avenue but needs Wellhead Protection approval, Zoning Hearing Board approval, and land development approval, all of which could take up to two years.
The majority of the fill would be placed in the rear half of the property, which would be consistent with the 2018 Preliminary Grading Plan.  There was discussion about congruity with the corner property at 99 East Forrest Avenue and at some point, this will need to be determine, but that will have to be done following the submission or a new grading plan to Council.  

F. Arbogast moved to allow the mounds of dirt to be placed on 95 East Forrest Avenue pending favorable testing, and only if making the mounds look aesthetically pleasing.
S. Walters seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

Further, F. Arbogast moved that the wellhead, zoning, grading and land development approvals must be accomplished within two years, and further directed Sol. Rehmeyer to document related and specific details in writing. 

K. Wills seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

Nate Kirschman, 1 Shetland Drive, stated he feels sidewalks need to be in place on West Forrest Avenue and basically all over town so folks don’t have to walk on the road and that other towns have sidewalks in new developments.  The sidewalks in town need to be repaired.  Nate also stated that he observes trash cans laying in the roadways and he feels residents should be encouraged to use trash bags.  There was discussion that birds, rodents, and animals could tear the bags open.
Executive Session
An executive session was called at 7:48 p.m. to discuss a real estate matter.  The meeting reconvened at 8:27 p.m.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The minutes for the August meeting were approved by unanimous consent.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES AND REPORT OF ACCOUNTS

The reports for August were reviewed.
F. Arbogast moved to approve the expenditures and report of accounts for August.
S. Walters seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

APPROVAL OF PAYROLL REGISTER

F. Arbogast moved to approve the August 5 and 19 payroll registers.

D. Kraatz seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.
SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT BUSINESS

Lot 40/40A Eitzert Farms Subdivision Plan
Shrewsbury Township conditionally approved the plan and the only outstanding items for the Borough are the sewer planning module approval and any outstanding fees including recreation fees.
D. Kraatz moved to approve the final subdivision plan contingent on the comments of the Shrewsbury Township engineer being complied with, approval of the sewer planning module, and payment of all fees, including recreation fees.

K. Wills seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

S. Walters moved to authorize the Vice President to sign the sewer planning module paperwork.

D. Kraatz seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

514 South Main Street Update
S. Walters stated he has been trying to contact the property owner to offer help and it appears some of the larger items have been removed.  The bamboo shoots have been cut back.

Junior Council Person
T. Nadobny moved to appoint Amber Brose as a Junior Council Person.

D. Kraatz seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

Mayor Sharkey administered the Junior Council Person Pledge to Amber. 
Codes Enforcement  
Seven permits were issued in August.
Southern Regional Police Department – Mayor Sharkey
Mayor Sharkey reported that Winterstown Borough has withdrawn from receiving services from the SRPD and will use the North Hopewell Township Police Department.  New officer, Steven Boddington, was sworn in and the new civilian employee has started work.  K-9 Officer Ransom was utilized to capture a felon who ran from a traffic stop recently.  There were two opioid overdoses.  Stewartstown Borough had a speeding complaint.  There was a personnel issue involving a Facebook account and the Personnel Committee is addressing that issue.  There will be a budget increase to Shrewsbury Borough next year with a preliminary figure being a six and a half percent increase or a figure of $660,000.00.  The Intergovernmental Agreement Committee will soon present a summary of the draft agreement.  DCED was asked to do a study to see if it is feasible for the municipalities served by the South West Police Department to be served by the SRPD.
Water & Sewer – Supt. Sweitzer
Borrowing Base Certificate
The auditing firm prepared a Debt Statement Pursuant to Section 8110 of the Local Government Unit Debt Act as required for the Pennvest loan.  

S. Walters moved to approve the statement and to authorize the Vice President and Secretary to sign the Debt Statement.

D. Kraatz seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

Sewer Reservation Policy
Vice Pres. Nadobny stated the draft documents are still being reviewed and the Municipal Authority will discuss it at its next meeting as well.

Trout Run Generator
The generator was unable to power the Trout Run Sewer pump station on July 9.  Met Ed was working on the substation on West Forrest Avenue and the Bridlewood Development lost power including the pump station.  The power loss with no auxiliary power caused an overflow.  The generator was installed 20 years ago and the age of the generator caused diminished power capabilities.  The sewer station motors were installed in 1973 and are requiring more electric due to age and wear.  The generator was sized very close to the needed capacity in 2000.  A new generator will be budgeted at $50,000.00 for 2020 to be purchased through the Co-Stars program with the Borough’s cost at 99.4%.  J.E. Good Consulting Engineers can conduct design analysis and size the generator at a cost of $5,000.00.

T. Nadobny moved to approve the amount of $5,000.00 to J.E. Good Consulting Engineers to size the generator needed.
D. Kraatz seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.
T. Nadobny moved to authorize Supt. Sweitzer to order the generator after it is sized since delivery time is up to four months.  
D. Kraatz seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

Sewer Force Main Break
Council approved the emergency repair last month as did the Municipal Authority at its August 28 meeting.  The permit will be in the Authority’s name since the work will be done in the Township and the Authority is responsible for 55.7% of the costs. There was another rupture on August 28, and further evidencing the emergent nature of this matter.  DEP did issue the emergency permit, and PennDOT is fast-tracking an emergency permit too.  Mayor Sharkey and Supt. Sweitzer met with Sen. Kristin Phillips-Hill whose office intervened to speed up the process of gaining the emergency permits.  The design is almost finished and, hopefully, the work can begin in November.
Well Inspections
Sol. Rehmeyer sent the final letters last month.  Five remaining properties need final inspections.  An access agreement was signed by Messina Highlands for the closing of the well near the corner of East Forrest Avenue and Mount Airy Road.  The well was closed today.
Wellhead Protection Meeting
The next meeting is on September 18 to hear from Uretek at 536 South Main Street and TMI Striping at 526-D South Main Street.

Donation of Children’s Books
Vice Pres. Nadobny purchased three books written on the value of water recently that he would like to donate to the District’s three elementary schools.

Public Roads & Lighting – M. Sharkey/Supt. Sweitzer
West Forrest Avenue Paving – Ten New Lots
The Dunaja subdivision will be responsible for paving West Forrest Avenue from the Township line to 317 West Forrest Avenue.  Paving will be postponed until the gas company is finished installing services and the homes are built.  The existing cuts need to be restored for better traffic flow with a 19.5 mm base course.  In conjunction, base repair could be performed to repair the Borough’s black top failures in the construction area and prepare for the final paving in 2020/2021.  Prices were received from three contractors for our portion of the work.  Money is available since Essex Circle Drive and Woodland Drive were not paved this year and $167,000.00 was budgeted.  If approved, the paving could be done prior to the October 15 deadline.  Prices are as follows:


W. Craig Adams

$23,000.00


Fitz & Smith

$20,500.00


Kinsley Construction
$22,960.00

S. Walters moved to approve the quote from Fitz & Smith in the amount of $20,500.00.

K. Wills seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor. 

Traffic Calming
Pennoni Engineering met with some members of the Committee on September 3 about the traffic problems on Covington Drive and East Tolna Road.  The engineer observed traffic from 4:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  A detailed report will be presented to the Committee at the October 7 meeting.

“No Outlet” Sign at McCleary Court
A resident at 5 McCleary Court asked that a No Outlet sign be placed since there is an increasing number of vehicles who enter the cul-de-sac road and must then turn around.  

S. Walters turned the request over to the Traffic Calming Committee.

D. Kraatz seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.
Public Lands, Buildings and Finance – Mayor Sharkey/F. Arbogast
Appraisal of 44 South Main Street
The appraised value of the property came in at $205,000.00 with an annual rental price of between $18,000.00 – 22,000.00.
F. Arbogast moved to authorize Sol. Rehmeyer to prepare bid specifications to consider that should include a right to refuse all bids with a decision of whether to sell or rent the building being made at an upcoming meeting.

S. Walters seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor with D. Kraatz abstaining (interest in the property).

Municipal Building Trim Paint
The Public Works Department painted the trim over the years with the last painting done in 2015 by summer employees.  A quote was obtained from a local painter at a cost of $9,500.00.

Supt. Sweitzer stated the Public Works Department can paint the windows as time allows.
44 South Main Street Roof Repair
Heidler Roofing replaced the missing slate, caulked seams, repaired some downspouts, and fabricated a chimney cap on September 5 at a cost of $3,264.00.  Water was entering the inside of the chimney and breaking the cement due to freezing and thawing.  The chimney lining has deteriorated and is not safe to use due to the amount of concrete that has broken off.  The water heater vent is the only use for the chimney and is turned off until the vent pipe is moved.  The cost to replace the water heater (1998) and relocate the vent would be $1,800.00.

ENGINEER'S REPORT
SOLICITOR'S REPORT

SnowPlow Bid Specifications
Snowplow bid specifications were prepared and advertised to be opened on October 9.

514 South Main Street
The Codes Enforcement Office sent a letter to the property owner recognizing that some improvements had been made regarding the bamboo.  It does not appear the homeowner will be cooperative in allowing others to come onto his property to help remove the junk.  Sol. Rehmeyer would like to send a letter explaining the history of the issues at the property, and that if he does not cooperate, enforcement of the ordinances would need to be done.

T. Nadobny moved that the letter be sent to the property owner.

D. Kraatz seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.
Resolution 2019-10 Opposing the Proposed Amendment to the Municipalities Planning Code Under House Bill 103
The proposed amendment would exempt nonbuilding lots from subdivision and land development regulations causing property line, taxing and administrative issues.

S. Walters moved to adopt Resolution 2019-10 to Oppose the Amendment to the MPC Under House Bill 103.

F. Arbogast seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

Stewartstown Railroad Company
Atty. Alex Snyder relayed that as of August 28, Omega Rail Management Services was terminated from the Shrewsbury accounts.  He and the Railroad are still looking at numbers and should get back to Sol. Rehmeyer when they have more to offer.

6 Circle Drive Sewer Lateral
Sol. Rehmeyer prepared a site access agreement with the Baileys for the Borough to access their property to repair the sewer lateral and to file a municipal claim against the property to recover costs and expenses.  

Messina Highlands Well
As stated earlier, a Site Access agreement was prepared and signed for the Public Works Department to cap and seal the well.

Tax Ordinance
Starting in 2020, if the current tax millage rate remains the same, it can be approved and continued by resolution.

Pennvest Loan Documents Required
Sol. Rehmeyer’s office is working on documents required by Pennvest that include a Capital Contribution Compliance Certification, an updated Agreement between Shrewsbury Borough and the Shrewsbury Borough Municipal Authority that stated the Authority will continue to operate its collection system and pay its portion of the loan.  An amendment to the current Agreement between New Freedom Borough and Shrewsbury Borough to indicate that New Freedom Borough will continue to accept flows from Shrewsbury Borough and the Authority for at least as long as the duration of the loan and Opinions of Counsel needs to be prepared.

Cullen James, Low Power FM Station
Sol. Rehmeyer has not heard anything from Mr. James regarding his business plan.

F. Arbogast moved that a letter be sent to Mr. James that the Borough is not interested in participating in the low power FM station.

K. Wills seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

Apple Tree Court Surety
The last lot received a use and occupancy and the developer is asking for the surety of $11,515.77 to be returned to her.  Supt. Sweitzer is going to check the corrections made last year and if everything is acceptable, the $11,515.77 will be returned.  The Borough is still holding an additional 15% maintenance surety in the amount of $7,700.15 until October 10, 2020.  There is a problem in that the stormwater pond is not being mowed in the center.  The HOA was not formed but each property owner is responsible for 1/7 of the expenses connected with the detention pond.  The developer’s attorney notified the property owners by certified mail that they are responsible.  Sol. Rehmeyer will send a letter to all property owners that they need to cooperate.

Heathcote Glen II, Phase 3
The matter of the water line not being in the correct location is still unresolved. 
Public Safety, Welfare and Personnel – F. Arbogast/S. Walters
2020 Pension Minimum Municipal Obligation
S, Walters moved to approve the 2020 pension minimum municipal obligation in the amount of $44,086.00.
F. Arbogast seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

S. Walters stated that September is National Preparedness Month and items will be placed on the Borough and the SCEMA Facebook pages.
Exit 4
Fire Chief, Tony Myers, stated he has been receiving progress updates every so often and that PennDOT approved detour signs for Main Street in the event of Exit 4 closure to keep as much traffic off of East Forrest Avenue as possible.
Secretary's Report – C. Bosley

York County Boroughs Assn. Meeting
The next meeting is on September 26 in Hellam.  The topic is a Legislative Update from PSAB.
Budget Meeting
The first budget meeting is on October 8.
York Adams Tax Bureau – M. Sharkey
No report.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS
COMMUNICATIONS
ADJOURNMENT
F. Arbogast moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:40 p.m.

S. Walters seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.







Submitted by Cindy L. Bosley, Sec.
