PAGE  
37
                                                                                                                    

10/14/20

       MINUTES
SHREWSBURY BOROUGH COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING




                              OCTOBER 14, 2020
PRESENT:  Mayor Michael Sharkey, Fred Arbogast, Richard Buchanan, Ted Nadobny,
Stephen Mayoryk, Keith Wills, Mark Beran, and Mike Weaver via Zoom 
OTHERS

PRESENT:  Brian L. Sweitzer, Supt. of Public Works; Jeffrey L. Rehmeyer II, Esq.; 

Anthony Newberry; Amelia Nadobny; Tony Myers, Fire Chief; Nate Kirschman;
Marlin Marks, Chad and Merle Sweitzer; Dr. Stacy Kitchell; New Freedom 
Mayor, Kim Butcher; Erica Rearich; John Hoover; Arnold and Brenda Shackelford
James Koppenhaver, P.E., via Zoom 

The regular meeting of the Borough Council convened at 7:00 p.m. in the Borough municipal building, 35 West Railroad Avenue, with President Buchanan presiding.  As occurred last month, all wore masks and were socially distanced.
CITIZEN'S COMMENTS

John Hoover stated his neighbors at 25 E. Tolna Road, Arnold and Brenda Shackelford, who were present, would like to place a turnaround at their driveway but the Borough owns the small parcel on the corner of E. Tolna Rd. and Courtyards Drive. The Shackelfords were reminded that a permit would be necessary and stormwater would have to be addressed as required by applicable law. There was discussion whether to place the small parcel out for bid to sell it or let the property owner use it under a lease agreement with mowing and maintenance of the parcel being the payment in lieu of monetary rent.  Since the Borough is not renting the property to make money, its tax exempt status should not be in jeopardy.  If the property should become subject to real estate tax, then the Shackelfords would need to pay it.  A consensus emerged to allow for a lease with a longer initial term (since the Shackelfords are spending money to place asphalt) that would then renew thereafter on a year to year basis.
T. Nadobny moved to authorize Sol. Rehmeyer to prepare a ten-year, renewable lease for the small parcel.

F. Arbogast and M. Weaver seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

Dr. Stacey Kitchell, 19 W. Railroad Avenue was present to see if any type of speed control devices could be placed in front of her business as when patients leave her office, she is concerned they step off the sidewalk and into the roadway.  The Traffic Calming Committee discussed this at its meeting last week and this is one of the streets that will be studied, probably between Thanksgiving and Christmas.  It was suggested that she could place a railing or cones with a barrier between along the sidewalk.  She also plans to have an open house on October 31 from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  She was given permission to close one lane of travel on that day between those times and told to coordinate with the owners of 44 South Main Street.

Robert Harris, 29 Kratz Road, was present regarding the high cost that Comcast wanted to extend cable to their home in order for children to have internet for schooling due to COVID-19.  Comcast quoted $8,000.00 and then it went to over $15,000.00 because of the creek crossing.  Supt. Sweitzer met with Comcast at the site and Comcast agreed to connect the cable free of charge if the property owner digs the trench, avoiding the creek.  Mr. Harris indicated that he could certainly dig the trench and was happy for Supt. Sweitzer’s effective involvement.
Phil Robinson was present to thank Council for the sewer capacity it transferred to the Authority recently.  He provided his summary of the fees paid to the Borough and the Municipal Authority for the capacity.
Amelia Nadobny, Junior Council Person, offered to contact the Choir teacher at the high school to see if any of his students would be able to sing with the Jazz Band as part of the Tree Lighting Ceremony this year.  Council thanked her for offering to do this and to report back next month.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The minutes for the September meeting were approved by unanimous consent.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES AND REPORT OF ACCOUNTS

F. Arbogast moved to approve the expenditures and report of accounts for September.
T. Nadobny seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

APPROVAL OF PAYROLL REGISTER

F. Arbogast moved to approve the September 7 and 21 payroll registers.

T. Nadobny seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.
SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT BUSINESS

Dunkard Brethren Church, 216 North Main Street, Final Land Development Plan 
The plan is to redo the restrooms for handicap accessibility, rework the parking lot and driveways and redo the nursery area.  The size of the membership is not changing so parking requirements will not change.  The special exception to expand/alter a non-conforming use was approved last Thursday.  The Planning Commission recommended approval of both the plan and the special exception request contingent on the following: special exception approval, signatures, Highway Occupancy Permit approval and an estimate for the public improvements and submission of the bond.

In lieu of a bond or letter of credit, the Church will be allowed to give the Borough $11,500.00 in order to open up an escrow account.  The money will be held in escrow until the public improvements are completed, inspected and determined to be acceptable.
K. Wills moved to approve the final land development plan contingent on signatures, Highway Occupancy Permit and allowing the Borough to set up an escrow account on behalf of the Church for the public improvements.
T. Nadobny seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

95 East Forrest Avenue Sewer Planning Module Approval
F. Arbogast moved to approve the signing of the Sewer Planning Module for the two EDUs that are attached to 95 East Forrest Avenue.

M. Weaver seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

Apple Tree Court Return of Escrow Funds
Since two years have passed, the remaining amount being held for road maintenance security may be returned as Supt. Sweitzer inspected the facilities in the development and they are satisfactory.
T. Nadobny moved to return the escrowed funds remaining in the amount of $8,500.30 to MA McCleary, LLC (Gloria McCleary).

S. Mayoryk seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.
Codes Enforcement  
The June report was reviewed with no comments.

Southern Regional Police Department – Mayor Sharkey
Mayor reported the Loganville State Police Barracks was closed for a couple of weeks with the Lancaster Barracks covering calls.  Due to the increase in COVID cases, the Department has limited some public contact.  There were some car fire incidents in New Freedom Borough and a sexual assault in the Borough.  There are Federal monies available for COVID reimbursement.  They are working on next year’s budget.  The Intergovernmental Committee started meeting again in June as it had stopped meeting in March due to COVID.  The Committee needed a better understanding of Obligated Activity.  All codes were tracked and they’re looking at the three year activity for 2021.  An example of Long-Term Obligation is when an officer retires.  They are recommending the PPU policy be abandoned.  Maximum time spent on a major incident will still be 500 hours.  They are suggesting the new contract be for a five-year term and to define what the Long-Term Obligation is to help a member municipality better understand the lingering expenses if it wants to get out. 
EMA Report – F. Arbogast
F. Arbogast reported on the joint EMS meeting held yesterday.  The Borough’s cost would be $84,000.00 for next year and we normally donate $15,000.00 so the new budget figure for 2021 will be $100,000.00.  The plan is to place a chase truck with a paramedic at the Shrewsbury Volunteer Fire Company.  Glen Rock Ambulance has not decided to merge with Rose Ambulance as yet.  New Freedom Borough is in favor of the proposal.  

Water & Sewer – T. Nadobny and Supt. Sweitzer
Heating Oil Tank Leaks
112 and 115 Crosswind Drive had leaks and both properties are in a Zone 2 of the Wellhead Protection Area.  All properties in Zone 2 have fuel tanks.  Monitoring wells to intercept possible contaminants cost $10,000.00.  Volatile Organic Compounds were tested for on September 9 and none were found.  This will be discussed at the October 21 wellhead meeting.
It was suggested that the Smith Well be shut down for now.  Sol. Rehmeyer is working with Supt. Sweitzer to create guidance as far as making the property owners get the tanks taken care of.  If the owners do not cooperate, enforcement can be undertaken.  And a strategy is being developed to better understand the status of other oil tanks in the area (i.e. are they in a basement or in the ground, are they in use or not).
Bulk Regulated Substances
A letter was received form the Borough’s Geologist which will be discussed at the October 21 Wellhead Protection Committee meeting.

New Freedom Borough Invoice #3
The invoice is for engineering services with the Borough’s share being $1,746.37.

S. Mayoryk moved to approve the invoice.

F. Arbogast seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.
Public Roads & Lighting – M. Sharkey/Supt. Sweitzer
Road Paving
JVI Group has the paving contract for $206,675.00.  The project includes Essex Circle Drive, Woodland Drive, East Tolna Road and West Forrest Avenue.  Paving began on October 12.
Traffic Calming
The Committee met on October 5.  The property owner at 501 South Main Street will be contacted to see if the tree that is in the sight distance can be cut down since it looks like it is dying anyways.  Supt. Sweitzer budgeted $4,500.00 for complete removal.  The speed humps on Covington Drive will be removed before the first plowable snow and a survey will be sent out in November or December to the residents letting them know why the humps are being removed and for comments about permanent humps being installed.
Sidewalk Grant Application
The grant application was filed on September 30.
Graffiti at 504 South Main Street
It was noted that the graffiti on the walls at 504 South Main Street does not make the town look bad.  The property is for sale.  M. Beran offered to contact the property owner.  

T. Nadobny moved to authorize Sol. Rehmeyer to address graffiti in the nuisance ordinance.

M. Weaver seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor. 

Public Lands, Buildings and Finance – F. Arbogast
Budget Meeting
The next budget meeting will be on October 27 at 7:00 p.m.
ENGINEER’S REPORT

Eng. Brenneman sent out an e-mail updating Council on what he is working on for the Borough.
SOLICITOR'S REPORT

Snowplow Bid Specifications
The contract has been signed by Aquatic Resources and the Borough.

Ordinance 2020-2 Establishing Stop Intersections, Maximum Speed Limits, Posting Stop Signs and Speed Restrictions Signs in Eitzert Farms
T. Nadobny moved to adopt Ordinance 2020-2 to Establish Stop Signs and Speed Restrictions in Eitzert Farms.

M. Beran seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

Wellhead Protection Ordinance
Supt. Sweitzer received input from the Borough’s Geologist, Michael Neopolitan, regarding the draft of the Amendment to the Wellhead Protection Ordinance.  Additional clarification is needed and then the Amendment to the Ordinance can proceed to enactment.
Bookkeeping Services 
Sol. Rehmeyer stated his office remains ready to receive guidance from the Borough’s Personnel Committee about the relationship (further evidencing that she is acting as an independent contractor and not as an employee) so they can proceed with documentation to try to protect the Borough from an adverse classification of Kim.

Sewer Capacity Requests and New Freedom Borough and Sewer Issues
Some EDUs were recently transferred to users who represented they could utilize the capacity in the near future.  There are other requests that have come in at the Authority level as well as some recent ones.  Stonebridge has previously asked to transfer capacity from Shrewsbury Township to Hopewell Township, but that transfer was denied.  It would still like some capacity for lots remaining in Stonebridge since it transferred all of the sewer EDUs it had left to Johnson Controls.  Council needs to determine if it wants to establish a reservation system for sewer capacity or just allow the allocations to continue.  Secondly, a decision on reservations should allow the Borough to determine what capacity it might consider to be excess.  Any capacity could be shifted to the Authority and it could allocate it.  Thirdly, there could be a meeting with New Freedom Borough to understand excess capacity issues in the system.
Shrewsbury Commerce Center (DAK), Constitution Avenue
The last lot in the development has been sold and the remaining sewer EDUs (14) will be transferred to the new owner.  If those EDUs are not going to be used, they need to be sold back to the Borough for the same price they were paid for in 1988.

T. Nadobny moved to authorize Sol. Rehmeyer to prepare documents for the transfer of capacity.

S. Mayoryk seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.
Amendment to Buffer Agreement
The Agreement has been signed by all parties and is in the process of being executed by Kimco Realty. 
Wendy’s, 75 East Forrest Avenue and Ruby Tuesday’s, 1020 Far Hills Drive, New Freedom
Guidance was provided by Attorney Sharnetzka regarding nonpayment of utilities since bankruptcies were filed.  The owner of the real estate where Wendy’s is located has paid its first and second quarter bill.  The third quarter bill for Ruby Tuesday’s was just mailed to the owner in Tennessee.

Oil Tanks
Sol. Rehmeyer’s office is developing guidance with regard to in-ground oil tanks.

Water Meter Replacement Letters
Sol. Rehmeyer’s office has assisted the Public Works Department by sending letters by regular and certified mail to four nonresponsive property owners who have failed to contact the Borough to have their water meters replaced.
Public Safety, Welfare and Personnel – F. Arbogast
Emergency Services Tax Credit
Due to the COVID-19 virus, fund raising where members can earn their tax credit has come to a stop.  F. Arbogast marked up the present Resolution to reduce the number of points so the members can still obtain the tax credit.  Sol. Rehmeyer will prepare a new Resolution.
Secretary's Report – C. Bosley

York Adams Tax Bureau – M. Sharkey
The collection as of the end of this September was almost $20,000.00 more than the amount collected the end of September, 2019.  The next quarterly meeting is at the end of this month.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS
COMMUNICATIONS

ADJOURNMENT
T. Nadobny moved to adjourn the meeting at 10:02 p.m.
R. Buchanan seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

Submitted by Cindy L. Bosley, Sec.
