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10/9/19

       MINUTES
SHREWSBURY BOROUGH COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING




                                 OCTOBER 9, 2019
PRESENT:  Mayor Michael Sharkey, Diane Kraatz,  Fred Arbogast, Stanton Walters;
Richard Buchanan; and Stephen Mayoryk 
OTHERS

PRESENT:  Brian L. Sweitzer, Supt. of Public Works; Stephen McDonald, Esq.; Nate

Kirschman; Phil Robinson; Charlie Nass; Mateo Vega; Mike Weaver; Amber


Brose; Art Stier; Norman Fritsche; Nhung Pho; Anna Field
The regular meeting of the Borough Council convened at 7:01 p.m. in the Borough municipal building, 35 West Railroad Avenue, with President Buchanan presiding.
CITIZEN'S COMMENTS

Art Stier, 18 Greenview Drive, was present on behalf of the residents in the Apple Tree Court development to state his displeasure about receiving certified letters regarding non-maintenance of the stormwater pond when all property owners are paying the owner of 17 Greenview Drive, where the pond is located, a yearly fee.  The pond is being mowed three times a year.  Supt. Sweitzer spoke with the owner of 17 Greenview Drive and the next mowing will be by October 21.  The bottom and sides of the pond will be cut.  It was also mentioned that perhaps three or four times a year is not sufficient.
Norman Fritsche and Njung Pho of 19 Kratz Road, were present regarding a letter they received about maintenance of the stormwater pond on their property.  Trees are growing on the berms and roots are growing into the inlet and outlet of the pond.  The vegetation on the bottom and sides of the pond are in violation of the Borough’s weed ordinance.  The owners stated when they moved there, the pond retained water, was muddy, and there were many mosquitoes.  They planted native and marsh plants to make the pond a natural area and would like a waiver in order to keep the plants.  An email from Nathan Phillips, P.E., of DEP, states that, “DEP encourages and promotes the planting and maintaining of a diverse population of native plant species in detention areas, around wetlands, and within 150 feet of a watercourse, in lieu of maintained grass to promote evapotranspiration and increased nutrient or pollutant uptake and removal which leads to improved water quality.”  DEP also recommend the woody vegetation and root systems from the embankments be removed.  Supt. Sweitzer will meet with the owners to look at the inlets and outlets later this fall when the leaves are off the trees.  The trees on the embankment area will then be cut to ground level by the owners.  The Borough agreed to review its ordinances to make them more environmental oriented.    
Anna Field of the Tri-M Music Honor Society at Susquehannock High School
Anna was present to ask permission for the students to perform in the Village area on Small Business Saturday, November 30 from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. as was done two years ago.
F. Arbogast moved to support the performances on November 30.

D. Kraatz seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.  A letter of support will be sent to the Music Department.
Nate Kirschman, 1 Shetland Drive, again stated he feels sidewalks should be installed and the existing sidewalks repaired where needed.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The minutes for the September meeting were approved by unanimous consent.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES AND REPORT OF ACCOUNTS

The reports for September were reviewed.
F. Arbogast moved to approve the expenditures and report of accounts for September.
S. Mayoryk seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

APPROVAL OF PAYROLL REGISTER

F. Arbogast moved to approve the September 9 and 23 payroll registers.

D. Kraatz seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.
SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT BUSINESS

95 East Forrest Avenue Grading Plan
The developer submitted a Grading Plan but was unable to attend this evening, but will attend the November meeting.  Permission was given last month for piles of dirt to be placed on site with the Soil Conservation District’s approval and inspections.  Sol. Rehmeyer’s office is to prepare an agreement regarding the dirt piles, grading plan, wellhead and land development approvals to be done within two years.   

S. Walters moved to authorize Pres. Buchanan to sign the Agreement when completed.

D. Kraatz seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor. 
Codes Enforcement  
Fourteen permits were issued in September.
Southern Regional Police Department – Mayor Sharkey
Mayor Sharkey reported there was a robbery of the coin vending machine at the laundromat at the Market Square Shopping Center.  Cameras caught the activity and the suspect was identified, captured, and had outstanding warrants in Altoona.  There were two burglary attempts at the New China Restaurant in Shrewsbury and at the Chinese restaurant in Stewartstown.  K9 Officer Ransom assisted in a drug arrest during a traffic stop by another department in Penn Township.  One of the School Resource Officers’ vehicles was stuck from behind and totaled.  The engine needs to be replaced in the other SRO vehicle so the engine from the wrecked vehicle will be placed in the other vehicle.  The preliminary budget shows a 3.5 increase in the total budget from $2,163,233.00 up to $2,238,888.00.  The members’ contribution will increase 6.43% from $1,812,496.00 to $1,929,024.00.  Shrewsbury has 16.65 PPUs (34.2%) and our contribution will increase from $619,932.00 to $659,720.00 for a 6.42% increase for 2020.  A proposal is that after next year, three years of historical usage of incident hours will be used. 
Water & Sewer – Supt. Sweitzer
Deer Creek Force Main Replacement
All permits have been received for the emergency repair with work beginning in late November due to the boring company schedules.  The contractor prices are:


Clearview Excavating

$214,400.00


EK Services



$298,730.00


Kinsley Construction

$329,260.00

Wexcon



$170,650.00

S. Mayoryk moved to accept the price of Wexcon in the amount of $170,650.00.

F. Arbogast seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

Mayor suggested a letter of thanks be sent to PennDOT for expediting the highway occupancy permit.
Township Well Inspections
The York Water Company new water customers have to abandon their wells once connected.  The York Water Company is notifying its new customers prior to connection to schedule the well closure with the Borough.  The Public Works Department has started to abandon wells.
Trout Run Generator
J E Good Contracting provided a generator specification for the Trout Run generator.  The new specification is 150 kw diesel compared to the existing 100 kw natural gas.  He discovered the electric service is undersized and a new electric service was applied for at the site.  The generator will be ordered and will arrive in March.
Public Roads & Lighting – M. Sharkey/Supt. Sweitzer
Extra Snow Plow Driver Bids
One bid was received:


Aquatic Resource Restoration Company(ARRC) at the hourly rate of $130.00 per hour.
S. Walters moved to accept the bid of ARRC for the hourly rate of $130.00.

F. Arbogast seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

Columbia Gas Road Cut Permits
Last year, Columbia Gas repaired an emergency gas leak on Hill Street one week after the road was paved.  Supt. Sweitzer notified Columbia Gas that Hill Street would need to be repaved between the two street cuts.  Last week, the gas company just patched their repairs.  We have stopped issuing road cut permits until the road is fixed correctly to our ordinance standards.  The gas company will still be able to do emergency repairs.
Covington Drive Traffic Calming Report
The Pennoni traffic calming report for Covington Drive was provided.  The Committee decided to proceed with two temporary traffic calming solutions for Covington Drive and directed Supt. Sweitzer to develop the Committee’s solutions into a plan and present it to the Committee at the November 4 meeting.  If the plan is approved by the Committee, it will be presented to the public and eventually request Council approval.

Dunaja West Forrest Avenue Paving
The water and sewer utility cuts will be paved by October 31 by Fitz and Smith Contracting with 19.5 mm paving.  Council approved the paving of the base repair work in the amount of $20,500.00 at the September meeting.   
Public Lands, Buildings and Finance – Mayor Sharkey/F. Arbogast
44 South Main Street
Bid Specifications for Sale of Building
It was the consensus of Council that the building’s character be preserved to maintain the historic look.

D. Kraatz moved to add to the specifications that the owner shall maintain the historic look and preserve the character of the building.  After discussion, it was the consensus that a covenant be added to the deed stating this fact.

S. Mayoryk seconded, agreeing to the clarification of the motion to add a covenant to the deed.

The motion carried with all voting in favor.

F. Arbogast moved that after the specifications are amended that Pres. Buchanan be given the authorization to approve the revision and then go out for bid.

S. Walters seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

Budget Meeting
The next meeting will be next Tuesday, October 15.  A decision needs to be made in the sewer budget whether to budget for a three or five year payback.  The difference would be about $14,000.00 in interest at 1.562% for the first five years.
ENGINEER’S REPORT
SOLICITOR'S REPORT

Snow Plow Extra Driver Bid/Contract
Atty. McDonald stated the contract will be prepared for signature.
Resolution #2019-11 Authorizing Participation in the PSAB Junior Council Program
The Resolution allows for up to four Junior Council Persons, two juniors in high school and two seniors in high school.

S. Mayoryk moved to adopt Resolution #2019-11.

F. Arbogast seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

95 East Forrest Avenue Grading Plan
Sol. Rehmeyer’s office contacted the developer after the last meeting to request additional information about its plans for the property in hopes to learn of the long-term process for the parcels.  The developer received an updated approval to its E & S plan from the York County Conservation District.  A Grading Plan has been submitted that will be reviewed next month.  A land development plan will be submitted as well.

Market Square Shopping Center Declaratory Judgement Action Regarding Stormwater and Stormwater Management Facilities
C. S. Davidson has been asked by counsel for the shopping center to produce information regarding the design and construction work related to the stormwater facilities on the property for review by the Borough and its representatives.

Private Well Inspections
Complaints are being filed with the District Magistrate for four noncompliant property owners.

6 Circle Drive Sewer Lateral
Sol. Rehmeyer prepared a site access agreement with the owners for the Borough to access their property to repair the sewer lateral and to file a municipal claim against the property to recover costs and expenses.  The Agreement has been fully signed.  The Public Works Department may do the sewer lateral repair the week of October 21.
Sewer Reservation Fee Program/Sewer Plant Issues
A draft ordinance regarding sewer capacity reservations, including an application and reservation agreement were provided previously.  A memorandum with regard to allocation of excess capacity was also prepared.  New Freedom Borough is waiting for Shrewsbury Borough to complete its review of the information provided so that representatives of New Freedom Borough can meet with representatives of Shrewsbury Borough.  The meeting will be helpful to develop the understanding with regard to sewer capacity that exists, and may be available in the future, for purposes of reservations and allocations.
Stewartstown Railroad Company
Sol. Rehmeyer is waiting to hear back from the attorney for the Railroad regarding requests for more information on the crossing fees.
Cullen James, Low Power FM Station
A letter was sent to Mr. James about the decision to discontinue consideration of his project and to close the matter.

Public Safety, Welfare and Personnel – F. Arbogast/S. Walters
2020 Contract with the S.P.C.A.
F. Arbogast moved to approve the 2020 Animal Care and Housing Agreement with the S.P.C.A. in the amount of $1,969.36.

S. Walters seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

Shaub Road Closure – Shrewsbury Township
S. Walters reported the Township decided not to close Shaub Road.  A traffic study was done and 100 vehicles a day on Thompson and Shaub Roads were counted.
Secretary's Report – C. Bosley

Appreciation Dinner
The dinner will be on Friday, November 15.  Junior Council Person Amber Brose is arranging for the entertainment through the music department at school.
Re-organizational Meeting
The meeting in January will be on Monday, January 6.
York Adams Tax Bureau – M. Sharkey
No report.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Sidewalks
S. Mayoryk recommended a consultant be hired to do a hardscape study of trees and sidewalks focusing on the Village District.  There was discussion as to funding to repair sidewalks.  Dallastown Borough received a $500,000.00 federal grant.  Mayor Sharkey will contact Cong. Smucker’s office for information.  Supt. Sweitzer will contact a consultant for a price to study the Village District.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
An executive session to discuss contracted personnel was called at 9:54 p.m.

The meeting reconvened at 11:28 p.m.

NEW BUSINESS
COMMUNICATIONS
ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 11:28 p.m.







Submitted by Cindy L. Bosley, Sec.
