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11/8/23

       MINUTES
SHREWSBURY BOROUGH COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING




                                  November 8, 2023
PRESENT:  Mike Weaver, Fred Arbogast, Mayor Mike Sharkey, Ted Nadobny, Mark
Beran, Ken Thomas, Stephen Mayoryk and Kelly Gillispie
OTHERS

PRESENT:  Brian L. Sweitzer, Supt. of Public Works; Jeffrey L. Rehmeyer II, Esq.; 

Terry Blomquist; Erica Rearich; Richard Buchanan; Stephen Mayoryk; Nate Kirschman; Brad Dauberman, Fire Chief; and Anna Englestad; Via Zoom Kurt Holloway, Abby McManus and Alex Taylor from Rose Ambulance

The regular meeting of the Borough Council convened at 7:03 p.m. in the Borough municipal building, 35 West Railroad Avenue, with Council Vice President Beran presiding.
CITIZEN'S COMMENTS

None were present.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The minutes for the October 11 meeting were approved by unanimous consent by those who were at the meeting.
APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES

F. Arbogast moved to approve the expenditures for October: General check numbers 5173 thru 5209 for a total of $272,160.38; Water check numbers 2342 thru 2353 totaling $28,073.30; Sewer check numbers 2074 thru 2078 totaling $114,345.00; Highway Aid: none.
K. Thomas seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.
APPROVAL OF PAYROLL REGISTER

F. Arbogast moved to approve the October 2 ($18,659.47), October 16 ($19,972.80) and October 30 ($17,666.64) payroll registers.
M. Weaver seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.
SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT BUSINESS

95 East Forrest Avenue Emergency Action Plan and Stormwater Operations and Maintenance Agreement
The Wellhead Protection Committee reviewed the Emergency Response Plan and provided some feedback.  The changes are currently under review by the Developer’s team and Autozone.  Sol. Rehmeyer intends to present the Agreement to Council and again to the Wellhead Protection Committee before seeking approval.  There will be language with regard to insurance both in the Lease on the Property and in the Emergency Response Plan, to include commercial coverage and with an umbrella on top taking the total coverage to five million dollars.
Codes Enforcement
The report for October was received.

Southern Regional Police Department 
The police activity report dated 9/10/23 through 10/7/23 was received.  Mayor reported that Nate Kirschman thanked Chief Boddington for placing the speed trailer on West Forrest Avenue.  The Borough’s time was within tolerance.  There was a police vehicle in each Borough on Halloween night.  At the Officer’s Association’s request, the Commission is considering changing pension providers from PMRS to Englebert Financial.  The Finance Committee presented the draft budget showing the Borough’s share at $777,238 for 2024.  The Committee will be meeting again on November 16.  There was a question as to whether administration time is included in Glen Rock Borough’s hours.  The reduced hours are based on PPUs which include administration time and patrol time.  The Agreement with Glen Rock Borough was ratified and was signed by Glen Rock Borough. 
EMA Report
Water & Sewer 
304 North Main Street Sewer
The Public Works Department made the connection to the force main line and the property owner’s plumber will connect the home’s line and then install the pump tank.  
Woodlyn Well and Susquehanna River Basin Commission
The SRBC requested drought time data from June to current to evaluate the well production and well levels.  Our permit is for 240,000 GPD.  We requested 169,000 GPD and the pumps can pump approximately 120,000 GPD.  The SRBC should decide this month regarding our permit amount.

Water Project 2023
The water replacement project on Charles Street, East Forrest Avenue, and West Forrest Avenue will be bid this month with a bid opening for the December meeting.  The estimated cost is $650,000. 
Antenna Tower for SCADA
Tower Service Unlimited will remove the tower in Bucks County within the next two weeks.  Transportation has been arranged to transport the tower to Shrewsbury.  The Public Works Department will paint the tower this winter and it will be installed next spring.  We are working with the insurance company on possible partial reimbursement on the transportation and installation.
Public Roads & Lighting 
Heathcote Glen Final Paving
The developer is working on various repairs on the manholes, storm drains, and curbing.  For installation of the wearing course, the temperature must be 50 degrees or higher so paving may not happen this year.
Snow Plowing Ascot Drive
Last month, Council voted to enter into an agreement with the developer similar to last year at $145.00/hour with salt per ton pricing if the Developer is agreeable. Sol. Rehmeyer prepared an Agreement.  The Developer signed the Agreement and paid the $300.00 document preparation fee.
S. Mayoryk moved that the President and Secretary execute the Agreement.

F. Arbogast seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.
Public Lands, Buildings and Finance 
Rose Ambulance Budget/Chase truck
Kurt Holloway, Abby McManus and Alex Taylor were present via Zoom to discuss the proposed budget that includes a chase vehicle.  After the last joint EMS meeting, Todd Zeigler of Shrewsbury Township, prepared a spread sheet showing the amount that would be needed from each municipality based on the number of calls in order to put a chase truck into service in 2024.  The Borough’s share would be $110,000.  The Township committed to budget its share and will be enacting a separate EMS tax.  Rose Ambulance will meet with Shrewsbury Fire Company representatives this Saturday to see if approval can be given to house the chase vehicle at its station.  Rose Ambulance would need to order a new vehicle or fit a used vehicle temporarily and hire employees in the hopes that it would be in service by the end of the first quarter of 2024.  The amount of $110,000 is included in the Borough’s 2024 budget.
2024 Tentative Budget
K. Thomas prepared a power point presentation along with a budget comparison based on the budget presented after the last budget meeting.

F. Arbogast moved to approve the tentative 2024 budget as presented.

K. Thomas seconded. The motion carried with all voting in favor.

Draft 2024 Southern Regional Police Budget
Copies of the draft budget were presented.  The Borough’s share is $777,238 which is an 8.8% increase.

M. Weaver moved to approve the draft 2024 Police Budget.

S. Mayoryk seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.
Insurance Claims
The Borough received $50,000 for various claims for roof, siding and tower damage from the August 7 storm.  The roofs and siding problems have been repaired or replaced.

Bucket Truck

Shrewsbury Township asked if the Borough would be interested in purchasing its bucket truck for $8,000.  We have used the truck as needed in the past.  K. Gillispie and Supt. Sweitzer will look at the mechanics when it will be here in a couple of weeks.  The Borough borrows the truck about once a month and the Township is offering it to the Borough at a good price.
ENGINEER’S REPORT

SOLICITOR’S REPORT
Refuse Contract
The Agreement with Penn Waste, Inc. has been prepared and is ready for signature.

K. Thomas moved that the Agreement with Penn Waste, Inc. be signed.

S. Mayoryk seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

Grace Fellowship Church
Sol. Rehmeyer sent a letter to Attorney Vedder that the 2011 Release and Settlement Agreement must be followed. 
Heathcote Glen II, Phase III
Water line issue:  Sol. Rehmeyer prepared a response to Attorney Baranski’s letter on October 27 indicating that the property owners need to become involved in the Homeowner’s Association in order to resolve the water line and easement area issues.  Sol. Rehmeyer outlined the options that would be acceptable to the Borough to correct the problems, including the installation of a water meter for bulk water at the edge of the development, removal of obstructions and water lines from the easement area or amendment to the Declaration of Covenants with revised drawings.  If no response is received soon, the next step will be to write to Attorney Baranski and all of the property owners re-iterating last year’s communication and indicating that the Borough is not going to be able to continue to provide water services unless these issues are resolved properly.
Sewer Reservation Resolution
The Resolution is based on the 1985-5 sewer reservation ordinance and would allow the Borough to charge a Sewer Capital Improvement fee for each EDU that is owned but is not in use.  Sol. Rehmeyer will adjust the language for review next month.
Comcast Cable Franchise Agreement
Sol. Rehmeyer’s office is ready to assist with adoption of the Ordinance.  Mayor Sharkey stated he is waiting for confirmation of two points of connection.
Handy Dandy Dumpster
A demand letter was sent for the outstanding amount from the heating oil spill earlier this year.  The deadline is November 24.

Re-organizational Meeting January 2, 2024
Council will have to meet on January 2 to re-organize.
Public Safety, Welfare and Personnel 
Secretary's Report 
Tree Lighting
The annual Tree Lighting will be on Sunday, December 3 at 6:00 p.m.
York Adams Tax Bureau 
The last meeting was on October 30.  Mayor highlighted the draft minutes.  Total earned income tax collections thru September 30, 2023 were up 2.95% compared to last year.  Interest income continue to exceed expenses.  Director, Al Timko, will be retiring next year.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Hometown Heroes Banners
Mayor Sharkey stated another planning meeting was held recently.  There are 25 poles in the Borough.  Mayor Sharkey plans to do a newsletter article for the winter newsletter that will include information about making an application.

NEW BUSINESS
COMMUNICATIONS

Mayor Sharkey stated he received a phone call awhile back asking why there is no longer a parade as part of the Shrewsbury Volunteer Fireman’s carnival.  It was noted that a parade is planned for 2024 as part of the 75th annual carnival celebration. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION
ADJOURNMENT
 F. Arbogast moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:47 p.m.

T. Nadobny seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor. 
Submitted by Cindy L. Bosley, Sec.
