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5/8/23

       MINUTES
SHREWSBURY BOROUGH COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING




                                    May 8, 2024
PRESENT:  Mike Weaver, Mayor Mike Sharkey, Mark Beran, Kelly Gillispie, Fred
Arbogast, Ken Thomas, Ted Nadobny and Terrence Blomquist
OTHERS

PRESENT:  Brian L. Sweitzer, Supt. of Public Works; Jeffrey L. Rehmeyer II, Esq.; 

Erica Rearich; Richard Buchanan; Kim Butcher (Zoom); Keith Hunnings, Zoning Officer; Brad Dauberman, Fire Chief, Fritz Wede, Junior Council Person; Stan 
Walters, EMA; John Garcia; Becky and Ray Guinard; Anna Angelstad; Tina Hall;

Matt Smith; Joe Cox

The regular meeting of the Borough Council convened at 7:05 p.m. in the Borough municipal building, 35 West Railroad Avenue, with Council President Beran presiding.
CITIZEN'S COMMENTS

Joe Cox, 31 West Clearview Drive, stated he was in opposition to the proposed ordinance to regulate chickens and that it needed to be reworked.  He was also opposed to the application process and the fines.  He was concerned about the complaint process and an officer of the Borough coming onto private property to investigate.  Mr. Cox was told that upon receipt of a complaint that an officer of the Borough could see the violation from the street or neighboring property and that if an enforcement notice was given, that the individual would have ample time to either correct the problem or appeal to the zoning officer.  If the enforcement notice was escalated, the matter would go before a District Magistrate, and the Magistrate would set a fine, which could be up to but not necessarily $1,000 per day.  The Borough has never caused anyone to go to jail for non-payment of a fine, even though that remedy is available under the Borough Code.

Becky Guinard, Culpepper Road, said her main concern is being able to use her back yard and it should not be full of bees or odors from chickens or other animals.  She reiterated the zoning map shows her development as being Residential-One Family zoning.

Tina Smith, Culpepper Road, asked that a grandfather clause be considered for insertion into the draft Ordinance for those who have more than six chickens at the present time.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The minutes for the April 10 meeting were approved by unanimous consent by those who were at the meeting.
APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES

K. Thomas moved to approve the expenditures for April as presented by the Secretary: General check numbers 5444 thru 5493 for a total of $515,000.25; Water check number 2418 thru 2428   totaling $101,062.57; Sewer check numbers 2129 thru 2135 totaling $5,972.01; Highway Aid: check number 995 totaling $990.00.
T. Blomquist seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

APPROVAL OF PAYROLL REGISTER

K. Thomas moved to approve the April 1 ($20,730.60), April 15 ($24,108.68) and April 29 ($39,581.06) payroll registers as presented by the Secretary.
T. Blomquist seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.
SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT BUSINESS

Ordinance Regulating Chickens
The proposed Ordinance and Application with amendments dated May 6 were discussed.  The Ordinance would allow chickens in the Village, Residential and Residential-One Family zoning districts.  The Ordinance was proposed after a complaint was received about the smell of chickens and rabbits at the rear property line in the R-O zone.  
Bee hives were also near the property line.  The bees were using an adjacent property owner’s pool as a water source.  It was discussed that bee keeping is regulated by the State and there are certain requirements that need to be met. The hives should face East, have their own water source, be so many feet away from the property line and nearest dwelling, etc.  A complaint about bees could be addressed under the nuisance ordinance.  Council is not in favor of drafting an ordinance to regulate rabbits and bees.  Ideally, if a neighbor has a concern about something the other neighbor is doing, the preferred situation would be for that neighbor to speak with the other neighbor about their concerns.  Keith stated his biggest complaint about chickens is that they are left to roam onto neighboring properties.
Mayor Sharkey read excerpts from the Nuisance Ordinance and Zoning Ordinance that would apply to these concerns.   It was the consensus of Council that back yard chickens have always been in the Borough and as long as they don’t create a nuisance, they will continue to be allowed.  Sol. Rehmeyer reminded Council that Poultry is a use allowed by right in the Residential-Agricultural zoning district.  And per the Zoning Ordinance itself, uses that are allowed expressly by right in a zone, but are not mentioned in another zone, are prohibited in that zone in which they are not mentioned.  He noted that this interpretation is what the Zoning Officer has been using for some time as well.

Mayor Sharkey stated he received three emails, one from a person that he doesn’t know if he lives in the Borough opposing the proposed ordinance.   It was noted that if the chickens, rabbits or bees are still creating a nuisance, that new complaints must be filed.  Mayor Sharkey stated that perhaps the Nuisance Ordinance should be amended to say no roosters allowed. Bee keeping should also follow the State guidelines some of which were discussed above.
T. Blomquist moved to adopt Ordinance 2024-2.

K. Thomas seconded.  Roll call vote:


Gillispie



no, opposed


Nadobny



no, opposed


Weaver



no, opposed


Arbogast



no, opposed


Blomquist



yes, in favor


Thomas



no, opposed


Beran




no, opposed
Codes Enforcement
The report for April was received.  Keith stated he investigated a complaint about overgrown bamboo but bamboo is not listed as a noxious weed.  The complainant said there are birds and insects in the bamboo.
T. Nadobny left the meeting at 8:08 p.m.

Southern Regional Police Department 
The report for the time period March 24 thru April 20 was received.  B. Sweitzer remarked about the large warehouse fire in Stewartstown that is under investigation.  Vehicles were broken into and a few were stolen in Shrewsbury and New Freedom Boroughs.  Two individuals were captured in New Freedom and further arrests will be made soon.  There was a large retail theft at CVS.  The cameras have been installed at Market Square and are up and running.
Third Amended and Restated Joint Municipal Agreement
T. Blomquist moved to adopt Ordinance #2024-3 approving the Third Amended and Restated Joint Municipal Agreement between the Boroughs of New Freedom, Shrewsbury, and Stewartstown.
M. Weaver seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.
EMA Report
No report.

Water & Sewer 
Update New Freedom Borough Treatment Plant Meeting
The users group meeting that was to be held this morning was cancelled.  President Beran was asked to contact New Freedom Borough and ask that the meeting be rescheduled as soon as possible.
Sewer Meeting with Shrewsbury Township
A meeting was held on April 25.  Topics of discussion included anticipated sewer capacity needed in the next three years, Sky King EDUs transfer, on-lot septic in the Township, current Municipal Authority purpose and possibly changing the Municipal Authority’s purpose.  It was noted that the sewer issues need to be resolved fairly quickly as the developers in the Township as requesting on-lot septic systems for properties adjacent to those served by the Authority.  It was suggested that the number of gallons that comprise an EDU be reduced since customers are using less water.  

Woodlyn Well SRBC
The Susquehanna River Basin Commission received all the data and we are waiting on a response from the last meeting.  Our sources were visited on April 17 and our operating procedures were discussed as well as data gathering for all sources.  The next meeting is on May 13.

PFAS Testing
The Environmental Protection Agency has determined Maximum Contaminant Limits with regards to PFAS and related chemicals.  PFAS are man-made chemicals used in the manufacturing process and Teflon.  PFAS in drinking water cause cancer and potential neurological problems.  The Smith, Home, and Meadow wells are over the MCL for PFOA with the 2024 mandated sampling.  The initial monitoring is for three years.  Water systems must comply with all MCLs in five years or 2029.  Technologies to remove PFAS are granular activated carbon, reverse osmosis, and ion exchange.  Supt. Sweitzer will continue to monitor with quarterly testing and investigate potential treatment options and costs for our sources.
	SOURCE
	1st Quarter (PFOA)
	2nd Quarter (PFOA)
	MCL (PFOA)

	SMITH (EP 105)
	4.8 PPT
	5.0 PPT
	4.0 PPT

	HOME (EP107)
	3.5PPT
	4.7 PPT
	4.0 PPT

	MEADOW (EP108)
	5.2 PPT
	5.3 PPT
	4.0 PPT


Re-Inspection of Wells in Township
Shrewsbury Township Ordinance 2018-01 allows Shrewsbury Borough to properly abandon private wells in our Wellhead Protection Areas after the residents connect to a public water system.  The Ordinance was designed to protect Shrewsbury Borough Municipal Wells from contaminants entering the groundwater system through unused private wells.  The Ordinance also allows for the Borough to inspect wells in the Township to make sure their wells are compliant with safety and construction standards.  Our initial inspection was in 2018 and the ordinance allows us to inspect the wells every five years.  There are ten Township residents that connected to York Water prior to our Ordinance and can maintain and use their well for outside water use for 20 years from the Ordinance approval.  The ‘grandfathered’ Township residents must verify that they are still using the well and meet all standards on an annual basis.  Solicitor Rehmeyer is working on a letter for the Township residents that documents the private well use and well condition.    
M. Beran moved that the letters be sent to the ten homes that need to be re-inspected.

K. Thomas seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

Shrewsbury Fire Protection
Fire Chief Dauberman and Supt. Sweitzer are working on an Emergency Response Plan and addressing any water system limitations for fire protection.  The April 27th Stewartstown fire promulgated preparation for a substantial Shrewsbury Fire.  The water system data points are:
· North Water System Storage 700,000 Gallons and four sources producing 285 gallons per minute together.
· South Water System Storage 1,000,000 Gallons and four sources producing 265 gallons per minute together.
· Discussing water system North/South system and how can prolong system pressure and volume.
Resolution Authorizing the Agreement with Railroad Borough
K. Thomas moved to adopt Resolution #2024-2.

M. Weaver seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

Public Roads & Lighting 
Traffic Calming Northbrook Lane
A traffic study was performed by Supt. Sweitzer to eliminate parking on the east side of Northbrook Lane.  Sol. Rehmeyer prepared Ordinance 2024-4.
M. Weaver moved to adopt Ordinance #2024-4.

T. Blomquist seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

Sidewalks
Shrewsbury Borough initially performed the sidewalk inspection in 2016.  C.S. Davidson inspected the sidewalks in February 2020.  The sidewalk installation cost is approximately $250/Square Yard based on a Fall project in Glen Rock last year.  The failing sidewalks would cost the Borough $173,611 on Main Street (Railroad Avenue to Clearview Drive) and Forrest Avenue (Sunset Drive to Saubel’s). 
137 North Sunset Drive is for sale and has a sidewalk on North Main Street that does not meet sidewalk ordinance requirements.  We notified the real estate agent that the sidewalk must be replaced and the driveway onto North Main Street abandoned since it does not have a PennDOT permit and has access from North Sunset Drive.
K. Gillispie, T. Nadobny and Supt. Sweitzer will perform a re-inspection since the last inspection was a few years ago.  It was the consensus of Council that the funds that were budgeted for the sidewalk grant, $550,000, be used to repair the sidewalks in the Village District.  Tree roots are part of the problem from the trees that were planted by the Shade Tree Commission years ago.
Public Lands, Buildings and Finance 
Cybersecurity Agreement
The Committee met with Joe Edel who will be utilizing the feedback received from the Committee and Sol. Rehmeyer as part of his revised agreement.
Upgrade of Equipment
As part of the cybersecurity issue, some of the computers and other equipment need to be replaced.

Audit Letter
Chairman Thomas prepared a letter regarding the 2023 audit findings.

ENGINEER’S REPORT

SOLICITOR’S REPORT
Heathcote Glen II, Phase III

The Developer’s attorney advised that the unfinished portion of Ascot Drive will be paved in June.  Regarding the water line issues, there is likely going to be another on-site meeting involving Attorney Elliott, counsel for Keystone Custom Homes, Supt. Sweitzer , Sol. Rehmeyer, and possibly a representative of the Township with regard to the trees.  The goal is to confirm the proposed adjustments to the waterline and the path forward to address outstanding issues, which include obstructions in the vicinity of the waterline and/or in the waterline easement, as well as the need to update the Declaration and the drawings delineating the location of the waterline and the waterline easement.
Public Safety, Welfare and Personnel 
Fire Camp
K. Thomas moved to donate $500 to the Fire Company towards the annual fire camp.

M. Weaver seconded.

T. Blomquist moved to amend the motion to donate $1,061.

K. Thomas seconded that motion and indicated support of the increase of the amount to $1,061.  The motion as amended, to donate $1,061 was carried with all voting in favor.

Chase Truck
F. Arbogast stated the budgeted amount of $110,000 was sent to Rose Ambulance.
Secretary's Report 
C. Bosley asked if the amended Zoning Ordinance should be printed and the advice was to hold off for a couple of months while the language related to Poultry was revisited in light of the position taken by a majority of Council relative to the non-commercial keeping of chickens.
York Adams Tax Bureau 
B. Sweitzer attended the April 29 meeting.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Hometown Heroes Program
Mayor Sharkey stated 23 applications have been received.  The Committee is finalizing the design.  There will be a dedication ceremony at the carnival on June 25.   
OTHER BUSINESS
NEW BUSINESS
YMCA 5K Harvest Run
Council acknowledged the Annual Autumn Dash 5K to take place on September 21.

COMMUNICATIONS

The fire company is asking for help on Wednesday night, June 26, in the Bingo stand.

ADJOURNMENT
F. Arbogast moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:40 p.m.

K. Thomas seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 Submitted by Cindy L. Bosley, Sec.
