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7/8/20

       MINUTES
SHREWSBURY BOROUGH COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING




                                   JULY 8, 2020
PRESENT:  Mayor Michael Sharkey, Fred Arbogast, Keith Wills, Mark Beran, Richard
Buchanan, Mike Weaver via conference call 
OTHERS

PRESENT:  Brian L. Sweitzer, Supt. of Public Works; Jeffrey L. Rehmeyer II, Esq.; 

Phil Robinson; Ken Thomas; Dan Sipe; David Keller; Diane Kraatz and
John-Paul Whitmore

The regular meeting of the Borough Council convened at 7:04 p.m. in the Borough municipal building, 35 West Railroad Avenue, with President Buchanan presiding.  As occurred last month, all wore masks and were socially distanced.
CITIZEN'S COMMENTS

Dave Keller, 102 N. Highland Drive, was present regarding a letter that he received from the Municipal Authority dated June 8, 2020.  The letter explains that a recent Sewer Flow Study indicated the north interceptor line is at full capacity (based upon relevant analytical factors set forth by the Department of Environmental Protection).  There are about 15 other property owners (commercial) who all own EDUs but may not be able to connect to the north interceptor at the present time.  In 2018, Mr. Keller purchased one EDU for a single residential lot in the Borough, following Borough notice that property owners may be required to reserve sewer capacity for future use.  Mr. Keller explained that his lot has been offered for sale, that he expects to receive a sales contract very soon and that he is seeking assurance that he could convey to his prospective buyer that the property has sewer capacity that could be utilized, so the home to be built on the property could be connected to Borough sewer.   Supt. Sweitzer stated there an update to the 2018 Sewer Line Capacity Study done by the Borough/Authority Engineer that is underway, as flow meters were placed in the sewer lines a few months ago.  The update will incorporate new data and utilize a different sewer flow model.  Given weather conditions this year, and the repairs that were done recently by the Public Works Department to reduce Infiltration & Inflow into the interceptor, it is expected that there might be some capacity now available in the interceptor.  The goal is to announce the results of the study update at the next Municipal Authority meeting, which will occur in two weeks, on June 22.  Council discussed allowing the connection since it is a single residential use in the Borough but recognized that input from the Engineer should be sought, which input should be a contingency of any Council action.  

Accordingly, M. Beran moved to be in favor of the previously purchased, single, residential EDU located in Shrewsbury Borough being permitted to connect to the sewer system, provided that the Engineer confirms the connection will not cause a problem with the interceptor, based on his and Supt. Sweitzer’s update of the 2018 Sewer Study. 
K. Wills seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.   

Dan Sipe, 56 North Main Street, was present at the request of the Wellhead Protection Committee to discuss defining Wellhead Ordinance Exhibit B.  Number 1 (Bulk Storage of Regulated Substances) and Number 18 (Use which Involves Use or Storage of Regulated Substances in Quantities Greater than those with Normal Household Use) need to be defined in order for the Committee and the Zoning Hearing Board to make decisions.  Dan has an extensive background in working with the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  He prepared a                                   simple synopsis to help with the definitions.  Sol. Rehmeyer will work on preparing a draft amendment to the Ordinance that will be sent to Fire Chief Myers in addition to the Wellhead Protection Committee and then to the Shrewsbury Township Supervisors.
Diane Kraatz and John-Paul Whitmore were present to ask permission to place picnic tables on the Borough’s property just south of 44 South Main Street for use by customers to sit outside due to the COVID-19 virus and social distancing requirement.  Permission was given and Sol. Rehmeyer will prepare a brief License Agreement.  Trash detail will be the responsibility of John-Paul and Diane.

A second issue raised by Diane and John-Paul is the requirement to obtain a special exception for the ice cream and coffee shop at 44 South Main Street.  They had obtained a special exception for this use at 16 North Main Street previously.  Sol. Rehmeyer advised that zoning relief is property specific and this is a new use for this property.  It was discussed waiving the filing fee since this property was recently purchased from the Borough. 

M. Beran moved to waive the filing fee since the property was recently purchased from the Borough and to support the use at the zoning hearing.

F. Arbogast seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

R. Buchanan will attend the zoning hearing to support the use.           
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The minutes for the June meeting were approved by unanimous consent.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES AND REPORT OF ACCOUNTS

F. Arbogast moved to approve the expenditures and report of accounts for June.
K. Wills seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

APPROVAL OF PAYROLL REGISTER

F. Arbogast moved to approve the June 1, 15 and 29 payroll registers.

M. Beran seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.
SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT BUSINESS

Auto Zone Land Development Plan Review Extension Request
The developer is proposing the granting of an extension for land development review until December 18, 2020 in order to seek to get through the wellhead protection review and approval process.

F. Arbogast moved to approve the time extension request until December 18, 2020.

K. Wills seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.
Codes Enforcement  
Southern Regional Police Department – Mayor Sharkey
There was no meeting on July 1 but there will be a meeting on the third Tuesday.  There were two incidents in the Borough last week in the first block of South Main Street that had traffic tied up for about three hours.  Fireworks displays weren’t too bad over the July 4 holiday.  It was suggested that a letter be sent to our elected representative and senator supporting a revamping of the 2017 fireworks law.  Mayor Sharkey will draft the letters.
EMA Report – 
Water & Sewer – Supt. Sweitzer
Deer Creek Force Main Project
The pipe replacement was completed in January with the road restoration completed last month.  The contractor is requesting $53,954.50.

F. Arbogast moved to pay the Borough’s share (44.3%) in the amount of $23,901.84.

M. Beran seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

Public Roads & Lighting – M. Sharkey/Supt. Sweitzer
Traffic Calming
Officer Lawrence will perform traffic counts and speed studies on Covington Drive and East Tolna Road in August.  The traffic study was performed on East Clearview Drive due to a complaint last winter.  East Clearview Drive does not qualify for calming based on the study.  Supt. Sweitzer spoke with the gentleman who complained. 
Public Lands, Buildings and Finance – F. Arbogast
ENGINEER’S REPORT
SOLICITOR'S REPORT

PENNVEST Loan
The settlement is tomorrow with the initial interest rate at 1.562% with the long-term rate being 2.088%.

Excess Sewer Capacity Assignment and Purchase
Two Sewer Capacity Purchase Agreements for Sussex Place and Steel Farm were provided by Sol. Rehmeyer.  They would convey the capacity to be assigned by the Borough to the Authority.
Agreement for Assignment of Sewage Capacity
An agreement for Assignment of Sewage Capacity was prepared for the transfer of the 21 excess Borough sewer EDUs to the Municipal Authority for distribution.

M. Beran moved to approve the Agreement for Assignment of Sewage Capacity.

F. Arbogast seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.
Market Square Shopping Center Stormwater
The attorney for the shopping center contacted Atty. MacDonald regarding the stormwater easement, offering information about what the owner had done to its property.  He was told that while the Borough was aware work was being done, the Borough did not have any input into the new work and no approval or permits were requested.  Atty. MacDonald reminded the attorney of his prior correspondence about the Stormwater Management Ordinance.
Public Safety, Welfare and Personnel 
Secretary's Report – C. Bosley

Delinquent Accounts
The number of delinquent customers that were two quarters in arrears is down to two with letters being sent by Sol. Rehmeyer.  There are 127 accounts that are just one quarter in arrears which is less than usual.

Appreciation Dinner
The Secretary asked about the annual appreciation dinner and the consensus was in light of the COVID-19 virus and the need for social distancing and masks that the dinner be cancelled for this year.

York Adams Tax Bureau – M. Sharkey
An e-mail was received from the Bureau that it should know more by the end of July how the COVID-19 virus affected the payments.  From June of 2019 to June of 2020, the employer/tax collector payments were down 2.70%.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Sidewalks
C. S. Davidson sent updated information and a map showing the areas to be included.  The project included three municipalities and multiple shopping areas and it ties in with the I-83 project.  The total project estimate is $1.35 million with the Borough’s portion being either $755,000.00 for broom finish sidewalks or $915,000.00 for stamped concrete.  The Borough’s 30% match would be around $265,000.00 for broom finish sidewalks.  This amount will be budgeted for next year.  

NEW BUSINESS
Re-appointment 
M. Beran moved to re-appoint Stephen Mayoryk to the Planning Commission with a term to expire on 7/15/24.

F. Arbogast seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

COMMUNICATIONS

Marriage Ceremony Report by Mayor Sharkey
Mayor Sharkey reported he performed two marriage ceremonies in February and one in May.  He will follow-up with a written report.
ADJOURNMENT
F. Arbogast moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:38 p.m.
K. Wills seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

Submitted by Cindy L. Bosley, Sec.
