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SEWER RESERVATION ORDINANCE INFORMATIONAL MEETING
February 17,2021 - 7:00 p.m. 35 W. Railroad Ave, Shrewsbury

Present: Mayor Michael Sharkey;‘ Richard Buchanan, Téd Nadobny, Fred Arbogast,
Stephen Mayoryk, and Mark Beran. Present via Zoom: Mike Weaver and Keith Wills

Others present: Brian Sweitzer, Supt. Of Public Works; Nate Kirschman; Brian Parrish;
Ken Thomas; Kevin Shaub; Al Taylor; Cherie Harris; Michael Caum; Amelia Nadobny
and Phil Robinson. Present via Zoom: Beth Kern, Esq.; Nancy Winemiller; John Seman;
Craig Womer; Paula Trimpey .

The purpose of this meeting was to review the current draft sewer reservation ordinance
with the property and business owners of Shrewsbury Borough and to provide the
property and business owners with an opportunity to make comments and ask questions
about the current draft ordinance.

R. Buchanan called the meeting to order and presented a power point presentation, a copy
is attached. Those in attendance were informed that the sewer reservation ordinance will
create an opportunity for the Borough to sell excess EDUs that will go toward upgrades
at the sewer treatment plant as opposed to borrowing money to fund improvements. In
addition, those in attendance were also informed that in the past, developers tried to sue
the Borough because of the excess sewer capacity it was holding. As a result, the
Council wishes to protect the excess sewer capacity. The excess sewer capacity can be
best protected by implementing the draft sewer reservation ordinance because it would
serve as a policy to reserve the excess sewer capacity.

Public Comment:

Craig Womer, 50 East Church Avenue, stated he has a working septic system and feels
that his property should be grandfathered with an EDU kept in reserve for him to connect
if his on-lot system fails. His property was not made to connect in the carly 1970s
because connection was not available to him. Since the development to the north was
done, he now has access to connect about 270 feet away at the school entrance. Craig
was informed that the decision is his whether he wants to take a chance in the future, the
Borough will not hold one for him. Craig further commented that he was disappointed
with the idea to sell excess EDUSs to benefit property owners in the Township. If his
system fails and there are no EDUs, the value of his home is decreased. The Borough
should take care of its citizens to maintain property values and to back the farmers.

Paula Trimpey, 17 North Main Street property, stated she had questions about the
propetty in which her mother is currently residing in. Paula stated the property is large
and at one time had three apartments and a business and she believes she will need to
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purchase EDUs to keep open future options for the property. She asked how to find out
what can be done with the property. The Secretary will respond to Paula when the office
is open.

Al Taylor, Memory Lane, stated there are three large plots of open farm land in the
Borough and that this reservation ordinance may force their hands to either develop or
cause undue financial hardship to reserve capacity for the future. In Al’s opinion, these
property owners can’t afford the yearly reservation costs. Al further commented as to
why should Borough property owners suffer because the Township failed to plan
accordingly. Al asked if EDUs are purchased, does he have to pay a quarterly sewer fee
and he was advised that the answer was no.

Mike Caum 8 — 10 South Main Street, stated that when he was on Council, one of the
long-standing policies was to preserve the reserve sewer capacity for future development
within the Borough and for businesses that either expand or need more EDUs. Mike
further commented why sell capacity to benefit the Township. Mike stated that he may
move back to the Borough and if he gets back on Council, he doesn’t want to sit here and
ask where the sewer capacity went. He would like to see the excess capacity stay with
the Borough for its own residents. Additionally, Mike commented once the capacity is
gone, you won’t get it back and if the plant needs to be expanded, the municipality that
needs it, will have to pay for it.

Kevin Shaub, Shaub Road, stated that reserving sewer capacity would be a financial
hardship placed on him, especially at his age, and to others who own larger tracts of
vacant land. Kevin further commented that he thought the reservation fee is exorbitant
when a farmed acre does not even net $241.19 a year. He stated this could force
development.

Ken Thomas, 33 Berkshire Drive, commented that he feels the reservation fee is unjust.
The Borough has held the EDUs in reserve for about 35 years. Ken further commented
that without EDUs to develop the land, the property will be devalued. He was glad to
hear the main goal of the ordinance was not to collect monies but to put a procedure in

place.

Mayor Sharkey stated that if you multiply the number of EDUs that could be reserved for
undeveloped land by $234.10 a year for ten years is not a lot of money to help pay for
plant expenses.

The residents were advised that the sewer operating budget does not function for a profit.
Any excess funds left go to the sewer savings account.
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John Seman, 430 South Main Street, asked if he buys an EDU, is it his? John was
informed that a purchased EDU is his but if he doesn’t want it in the future, he can sell it
back to the Borough for the same price he paid.

Ted Nadobny stated Council worked hard to come up with a plan and then invited the
property owners to hear the proposal and to listen to their suggestions and comments.

F. Arbogast stated his thoughts on the reservation ordinance aren’t so much for capital
gain, but to put a policy in place to reserve the EDUs to make sure they do stay in the
Borough and that developers can’t sue the Borough for the excess capacity.

Council will discuss the draft ordinance taking into account the comments from this
evening and then another meeting will be held.

- The meeting was adjourned at 8:57 p.m.
Submitted by Cindy Bosley, Sec.
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