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4/10/23

       MINUTES
SHREWSBURY BOROUGH COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING




                                    April 10, 2024
PRESENT:  Mike Weaver, Mayor Mike Sharkey, Mark Beran, Kelly Gillispie, Fred
Arbogast and Terrence Blomquist
OTHERS

PRESENT:  Brian L. Sweitzer, Supt. of Public Works; Jeffrey L. Rehmeyer II, Esq.; 

Erica Rearich; Richard Buchanan; Kim Butcher (Zoom); Keith Hunnings, Zoning Officer; Brad Dauberman, Fire Chief, Fritz Wede, Junior Council Person; Anna
Englestad; Ray and Becky Guinard, John and Brittany Garcia and approximately 20 citizens in support of Mr. and Mrs. Garcia
The regular meeting of the Borough Council convened at 7:03 p.m. in the Borough municipal building, 35 West Railroad Avenue, with Council President Beran presiding.
CITIZEN'S COMMENTS

Becky Guinard, of 19 Culpepper Road, stated she has lived here for 53 years and does not appreciate the farmette behind her.  She filed a complaint last August about the chicken coop, rabbit hutch, and bee hives that were one and a half foot from her rear property line.  She is adamantly opposed to allowing chickens, animals, and bees in her zone.  
Joseph Cox, 31 W. Clearview Drive, stated he has backyard chickens as pets and enjoys the eggs they produce.  Chickens are good for children to learn how to raise them from peeps.  He said dogs can become a nuisance if they and their yard are not well maintained.  He was in favor of the freedom of allowing backyard chickens.

Anna Englestad of 21 Culpepper Road, stated she was in support of what Becky Guinard said and she also stated she could not use her pool last summer because of the number of bees flying back and forth to the hive boxes as they were a nuisance.  Last summer, the Garcias had 12 chickens and it looks like a mini farmette.  She’s concerned about the bees if someone who is highly allergic gets stung.
Jade Reall, of 108 West Railroad Avenue, stated she has chickens and takes care of them.  The bees are a natural occurrence in nature.  She feels that as long as you take care of your chickens or your dogs or other pets, it should be no one’s business.

Jen Schwinn, 38 West Forrest Avenue, stated she said the whole community should not be punished because of one neighbor complaint.  Her chickens supply eggs to the neighbors.

Julian Jackson, 52 North Main Street, stated he is in support of backyard chickens as they help to feed his family.  What occurred several months ago sounds like a neighbor dispute.

Christina Hall, of 15 Culpepper Road, stated she homeschools and the chickens are a benefit to her children. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The minutes for the March 13 meeting were approved by unanimous consent by those who were at the meeting.
APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES

F. Arbogast moved to approve the expenditures for March as presented by the Secretary: General check numbers 5391 thru 5443 for a total of $123,935.43; Water check number 2403 thru 2417 totaling $38,997.10; Sewer check numbers 2118 thru 2128 totaling $122,406.90; Highway Aid: check numbers 993 and 994 totaling $3,592.96.
T. Blomquist seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

APPROVAL OF PAYROLL REGISTER

F. Arbogast moved to approve the March 4 ($20,504.03) and March 16 ($24,015.48) payroll registers.
M. Weaver seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.
SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT BUSINESS

Zoning Ordinance/Chickens
Sol. Rehmeyer prepared a draft ordinance for consideration and he gave a summary: 

1) Limited to six female chickens, no roosters.

2) Application process must be followed that includes a site plan.

3) Allowing them in the Village, Residential, and Residential-One Family zones.

4) They are to be kept for personal use.
5) Must be kept in a coop, enclosure, and fenced at all times.

6) All coops, enclosures, or fenced areas shall be placed:

a. In the rear yard behind the principal building (dwelling);

b. No closer to either side yard setback than the principal building itself;

c. Within half the distance between the principal building and the rear setback within that zoning district;

d. In the Village District, the coop, enclosures, or fenced area should be centered in the rear of the property and shall be located closer to the principal building than one-half the distance between the principal building and the rear setback line;

e. No chicken coops, enclosures, or fenced areas shall be permitted in the front or side yards of any property.
7) Coops, enclosures, and fenced area shall be kept in a clean, dry, odor-free, neat and sanitary condition at all times.

8) There shall be adequate ventilation and sun/shade and must be reasonably impermeable to rodents, wild birds and predators, including dogs, cats, raccoons, etc.

9) The slaughtering of chickens must be done in a completely enclosed area and the remains shall be disposed of properly.

10) Chickens shall be provided with access to feed and clean water at all times and feed and water shall be unavailable to rodents, wild birds and predators. 

11) Manure shall be stored in a fully enclosed structure or watertight container.  No more than three cubic feet of manure may be stored on a permitted tract of land but can be used as fertilizer. 

10)Food storage shall be kept in a container with a tight-fitting lid.

11)Chickens shall not be permitted to roam off of the property owner’s tract of land.

     12)Precaution should be made to reduce the attraction of rodents, dead chickens shall be 
          removed promptly and no dog or cat or other domesticated animal which kills a chicken
          off the property owner’s tract of land shall be considered dangerous or aggressive. 
Tim Ryan, of 24 Lexington Drive, next door to the Garcias, stated he had trouble finding information on the Borough’s website about the keeping of animals or bees.  He has no problem with the Garcias although the coop is large.
John Garcia, of 26 Lexington Drive, stated that only one bee hive survived the winter and he is in the process of splitting that hive into two hives and there is no expansion planned.  The extra bee hive boxes in his driveway are going to be donated as he was gifted the boxes recently.  He apologized for placing the coop, rabbit hutch, and hives at the rear of his property as it was the flattest area.  He has since moved all three to behind his house in accordance with the proposed ordinance.  

Keith Hunnings, Zoning Officer, stated he will not be going out to count chickens as he will only investigate if a nuisance complaint would be filed.  Keith appreciates Council setting guidelines and putting it in black and white for him to follow.
M. Weaver moved to authorize Sol. Rehmeyer to advertise the ordinance for adoption at a future meeting and still allowing time for citizen’s comments.

T. Blomquist seconded.  F. Arbogast stated he wanted to see the Zoning Ordinance kept as is.

Roll call vote:
Gillispie


yes, in favor of advertising

Weaver


yes, in favor of advertising

Arbogast


no, opposed to advertising

Blomquist


yes, in favor of advertising

Beran



yes, in favor of advertising

Codes Enforcement
The report for March was received.

Southern Regional Police Department 
The reports for the time period January 28 through February 24 and February 25 through March 23 were received.  There was a missing child in Hopewell Township and was found by Officer Waugh.  The Police Department is looking for volunteers to help at the National Night Out event and they are also selling yard signs as a fund raiser. There was a rash of counterfeit $100 bills marked as Movie Prop Money recently.  Changes to the Intergovernmental Agreement were presented at two recent meetings and Mayor Sharkey recommended that the Third Amended and Restated Joint Municipal Agreement between the Boroughs of New Freedom, Shrewsbury, and Stewartstown be adopted by ordinance.
T. Blomquist moved to authorize Sol. Rehmeyer to advertise the Ordinance to enact the Third Amended and Restated Joint Municipal Agreement Between the Boroughs of New Freedom, Shrewsbury, and Stewartstown.

M. Weaver and K. Gillispie seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

EMA Report
Water & Sewer 
2024 Water Project
The $900,000 water line project is slated to begin the first week of May.  Most of the materials have been received and we are working on a dump site.  The project will include West Railroad Avenue, Charles Street, East Forrest Avenue, and West Forrest Avenue.
Pumphouse Well Pump
The Pumphouse well pump seized up on Friday, April 5.  The well was only producing 35 GPM due to the age of the motor and pump.  The Pumphouse is the next source up for SRBC review in 2029.  The 2024 budget included $60,000 to replace the pump due to its low production.  The Public Works Department is working with Kohl Brothers to pull the pump and spec the new pump to reach the permitted 75 GPM or .072 GPD goal.
Sewer Point Repairs
Supt. Sweitzer contracted with two trenchless companies to perform seven point repairs totaling $30,125 and should eliminate 12,000 gallons of infiltration per day.  The leaks are in wet areas that are very hard to access.  The work was awarded per quotes through PA CO STARS.  The lowest price was awarded.  The amount of $65,000 was budgeted.

Sewer Flows
The infiltration that we are contracted to repair will be $13,000 annual cost savings or payback in two and a half years.

Sewer Meeting New Freedom Borough
Sewer Chairman Blomquist and Council President Mark Beran both requested a meeting with New Freedom Borough last week.  New Freedom Borough responded that a meeting will be scheduled for later this month.

Sewer Meeting with Shrewsbury Township
The Township is asking for a meeting with Council representatives and two Municipal Authority members.
Shrewsbury Municipal Sewer Authority
Dave Pergrin has shown interest in serving on the Municipal Authority.  He retired from engineering in Baltimore County and has experience with sewer collection systems and sewer plants.  Dave’s resume was provided.
Sewer SCADA Antenna Tower
ECS performed soil tests on Monday, March 18, for soil stability and grounding effectiveness before the tower base is poured.  The painter is painting the tower cross members for installation later this year.  The goal is that the tower will be installed by this fall.
Public Roads & Lighting 
Traffic Calming Northbrook Lane
The residents and business owners were invited to the April 1 Traffic Calming Committee meeting.  The Northbrook Citizens and Committee approved striping on Northbrook Lane with a designated parking lane (8 feet) with unanimous approval.  The traffic lanes would be ten feet wide with the centerline shifted to the east side.  The design should force drivers to concentrate on the road and still allow parking on the west side of the roadway.  Supt. Sweitzer included the “No Parking” traffic study to prevent parking on the eastside of Northbrook Lane.  Council approved the funds at the March meeting.  The striping should be completed by July 1st.  The striping will cost more than presented at the March meeting due to an additional fog line. 
T. Blomquist authorized Supt. Sweitzer to perform the traffic study and to authorize Sol. Rehmeyer to advertise the Ordinance to have no parking on the east side of Northbrook Lane from Brook Meadow Circle to Plank Road.
F. Arbogast seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

Ascot Drive Road Paving and Adoption
The developer investigated final paving on Ascot Drive last year and a list was provided of the necessary changes to manhole frames, storm inlets, and curbing prior to paving and the work stopped.  Sol. Rehmeyer will contact the developer’s attorney about moving this along.  

Annual Road Inspection
Supt. Sweitzer submitted the road inspection for 2024 as part of his report. Paving next year would include West Forrest Avenue, North Highland Drive, Charles Street, Tree Hollow Drive, Morgan Drive, Shetland Drive, Kratz Road, and Greenview Drive.  North Highland Drive and North Sunset Drive are slated for gas company work on the roadway.  The gas company may have to pave those streets depending on the extent of the work and abiding by our Street Cut Ordinance.
Sidewalk Grant
We were not awarded the grant per the announcement by DCED on March 26th.  A local resident filed a complaint about the sidewalk on North Main on February 27th.  Council may have to determine noncompliant, existing sidewalks and the next course of action or we could apply again.  Shrewsbury Township has $100,000 County Grant funds that they were sharing with us for the project.  They are still willing to share that money if we apply again.  We budgeted $550,000 for the project in 2024.  It was the consensus of Council to not apply for the fourth time.  Supt. Sweitzer was asked to update the sidewalk study done a few years ago.   Supt. Sweitzer will contact the property owner on North Main Street about having it repaired.
Public Lands, Buildings and Finance 
Cybersecurity Agreement
M. Weaver stated there will be a meeting on April 19.

2023 Audit
F. Arbogast moved to approve the audit report.

M. Weaver seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.
ENGINEER’S REPORT

SOLICITOR’S REPORT
Heathcote Glen II, Phase III

Sol. Rehmeyer is waiting on an updated drawing showing the proposed new location of the water line from Phil Robinson.  The point of contact is Attorney Jim Elliott, who represents Keystone Custom Homes.
Comcast Cable Franchise Agreement
Sol. Rehmeyer’s office remains ready to assist with adoption of the Ordinance upon direction from Council.
95 East Forrest Avenue
The Developer continues to communicate with AutoZone, which is seeking to understand better the future implications for the site that may arise from or relate to its location in the Shrewsbury Borough Wellhead Protection Area. The Developer has indicated that its contact at AutoZone is on vacation and will provide information regarding its analysis of the agreements as soon as received.
Railroad Borough
The insurance information was received from Railroad Borough which was provided along with the Agreement to the Borough’s insurance agent for review and comment.  The Agreement is acceptable to the Borough’s insurance carrier and as such has been updated to include insurance language.  
M. Weaver moved that the Agreement be forwarded to Railroad Borough.

T. Blomquist seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

Grease Trap Ordinance
The amended and restated Grease Trap Ordinance has been advertised for adoption.
T. Blomquist moved to adopt Ordinance #2024-1.

F. Arbogast seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

Water Meter Readings from the York Water Company
Shrewsbury Borough and Shrewsbury Borough Municipal Authority are parties to an Agreement with the York Water Company through which it provides meter readings dated August 29, 2014.  The Agreement has been in place for nearly ten years, coming close to the end of the second renewal term of five years.  The Authority has asked the Water Company to provide some additional readings and an Amendment to that effect has been prepared.  It is attached to this Report.  It provides some updated language but does not materially change the relationship.  The Authority recently approved the Addendum.
F. Arbogast moved to approve Addendum Number 1 of the Agreement with The York Water Company.

K. Gillispie seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.
Public Safety, Welfare and Personnel 
F. Arbogast stated that Rose Ambulance has purchased a vehicle to be fitted out as a chase vehicle.  We budgeted $110,000 and a check will be cut when we receive confirmation from Rose Ambulance that the truck was purchased.  It should be in service in about six weeks.
Secretary's Report 
Covington Ridge III
Years ago, a subdivision plan was approved for 15 lots on the north side of Valley Road.  The development never took place because it was not cost feasible due to existing conditions.  A developer is in the process of preparing a reverse subdivision plan to create one lot and then build a home on that parcel.
York Adams Tax Bureau 
Mayor Sharkey and Supt. Sweitzer attended the January meeting.  The open house for the York location is on May 14.  The current director will be retiring and the Board offered the position to the deputy, K.C. McCleary. The next meeting will be in April.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Sound System
Mayor Sharkey stated when he was participating in the meeting virtually last month, it was extremely difficult to hear what was being said.  We should either do away with remote access or invest in a better system.

Hometown Heroes Program
Mayor Sharkey stated about 14 applications have been received.  He has reached out to past Council presidents and an anonymous donor will pay for a current member of Council.  
OTHER BUSINESS
NEW BUSINESS
Fire Police Activities
Requests were received for the following activities:

Red Lion Borough for Memorial Day parade May 27, Red Lion Street Fair August 10, Red Lion Halloween parade October 28 and Red Lion New Year’s Eve Celebration December 31 and also for the Shrewsbury Volunteer Fire Company’s Spring Festival May 4 and the Parade on June 29.
F. Arboast moved to approve the fire police to participate in the above activities.
M. Weaver seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.
F. Arbogast moved to approve the fire police to participate in the Families Renewed for the Mason Dixon Ride for Life on May 11.

T. Blomquist seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.

COMMUNICATIONS

Mayor Sharkey reported he will attend the ribbon cutting of the new real estate business at 19 West Railroad Avenue on Aril 18.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
ADJOURNMENT
M. Weaver moved to adjourn the meeting at 10:07 p.m.

F. Arbogast seconded.  The motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 Submitted by Cindy L. Bosley, Sec.
